[bookmark: _Hlk190716813][bookmark: _Hlk191059840]Pursuant to Article 36 paragraph (2) of the Law on the Government of the Republic of North Macedonia (Official Gazette of the Republic of Macedonia No. 59/00; 12/03; 55/05; 37/06; 115/07; 19/08; 82/08; 10/10; 51/11; 15/13; 139/14; 196/15; 142/16; 140/18 and Official Gazette of the Republic of North Macedonia No. 98/19), and relating to Articles 5 and 9 of the Facility Agreement between the European Union represented by the Commission and the Republic of North Macedonia represented by the Government of North Macedonia on specific arrangements for the implementation of Union support for the Republic of North Macedonia under the Reform and Growth Facility (Official Gazette of the Republic of North Macedonia No. 23/25) ratified by the Law on Ratification of the Facility Agreement between the European Union represented by the Commission and the Republic of North Macedonia represented by the Government of North Macedonia on specific arrangements for the implementation of Union support for the Republic of North Macedonia under the Reform and Growth Facility and Article 3 of the Law on Borrowing of the Republic of North Macedonia with a Loan from the European Union under the Loan Agreement on the Reform and Growth Facility for the Western Balkans (Official Gazette of the Republic of North Macedonia No. 3/25), the Government of the Republic of North Macedonia, on its session held on 20.5.2025, adopted a

REGULATION ON THE IMPLEMENTATION AND CONTROL OF THE REFORM AND GROWTH FACILITY FOR THE WESTERN BALKANS

General provisions
Article 1
This Regulation shall establish the implementation and control of the Reform and Growth Facility for the Western Balkans in the Republic of North Macedonia (hereinafter referred to as: the Facility), as well as the internal control system for the implementation of the Facility.

Definitions
Article 2
Certain terms used in this Regulation shall have the following meaning:
 
"Growth Plan" shall be a mechanism of the European Union (hereinafter referred to as: the Union) with the aim of integrating the Western Balkans partners into the Union's single market, promoting regional economic cooperation, deepening Union-related reforms and increasing pre-accession funding in order to accelerate the socio-economic convergence of the Western Balkans towards the Union;
"Reform and Growth Facility" (hereinafter referred to as: the Facility) shall be a financial arrangement to support the implementation of the Reform Agenda through loans and grants;
"Reform Agenda" shall be a comprehensive, coherent set of priority reform areas and priority investment areas, including payment conditions that indicate satisfactory progress or completion of related measures, as well as an indicative timetable for their implementation;
"Facility Agreement between the European Union represented by the European Commission (hereinafter referred to as: the Commission) and the Republic of North Macedonia represented by the Government of North Macedonia on specific arrangements for the implementation of Union support for the Republic of North Macedonia under the Reform and Growth Facility" (hereinafter referred to as: the Facility Agreement) shall be a ratified international agreement concluded between the Union represented by the European Commission and the Republic of North Macedonia represented by the Government of the Republic of North Macedonia, laying down the principles for the financial cooperation between the Beneficiary and the Commission;
"Beneficiary" within the meaning of this Regulation shall be the Republic of North Macedonia.
"Loan Agreement on the Reform and Growth Facility for the Western Balkans" (hereinafter referred to as: the Loan Agreement) shall be an agreement concluded between the Union and the Beneficiary, laying down the conditions for the use of funds based on the loan under the Facility;
"Reform" shall be a set of measures and activities forming part of one of the priority areas for support defined in the Reform Agenda, the implementation of which will lead to the achievement of the general and specific objectives of the Reform Agenda.
"Step" shall be a reform activity set out in the Reform Agenda, which can be measured in a quantitative and/or qualitative manner, and whose fulfilment will result in the full or partial release of funds under the Facility;
"Payment conditions" shall be conditions for the release of funds defined in the form of qualitative and/or quantitative steps that the Beneficiary must meet;
"Blending operation" shall be an operation supported by the Union budget in the form of non-repayable support and in the form of loans from development or other public financial institutions, including export credit agencies, or from commercial finance institutions and investors;
"Competent institutions" shall be the institutions that implement the reforms set out in the Reform Agenda, manage the financial instruments, control the financial instruments at national level, and audit the use of funds;
[bookmark: _Hlk191061498]"Partner Financial Organisations" shall be international financial institutions and national development banks that implement socio-economic investments in the Western Balkans within the framework of the European Western Balkans Joint Fund (EWBJF);
"Request for the release of funds" shall be a request submitted by the National Facility Coordinator on behalf of the Beneficiary, based on fulfilled payment conditions (in the form set out in Annex A of the Facility Agreement);
"Double funding" shall be financial assistance provided under this Facility and from other Union instruments and programmes and/or from donors and financial institutions, to cover the same costs for the implementation of activities, reforms, and projects from the Reform Agenda;
"Final Recipient" shall be a person or entity receiving funding under the Facility; for the part of the Facility that is made available as financial assistance, Final Recipient will be the treasury of the Beneficiary; for the part of the Facility that is made available through the Western Balkans Investment Framework (WBIF), Final Recipient will be the contractor or sub-contractor implementing the investment project; 
"Declaration of Assurance" shall be assurance given (in the form set out in Annex B of the Facility Agreement) confirming that the information provided for the fulfilment of the qualitative and quantitative steps is complete, accurate and reliable, and that the established internal control system confirms that the funds have been used in accordance with the rules, and enables the prevention, detection and correction of fraud, corruption, conflicts of interest and irregularities, as well as the avoidance of double funding; and
"AFCOS" shall be the Anti-fraud Coordination Unit (AFCOS), established within the Department for Public Sector Financial Inspection and Coordination for Combating Fraud against EU Funds at the Ministry of Finance.

Basic principle for the implementation of the Facility
Article 3
The disbursement of funds by the Commission under the Facility shall be made on the basis of the fulfilment of the preconditions, general conditions and payment conditions for the support from the European Union under the Facility, in accordance with Article 6 of the Facility Agreement.
The disbursement referred to in paragraph (1) of this Article shall depend solely on progress in fulfilling the qualitative and/or quantitative steps set out in the Reform Agenda and shall not include a check of the eligibility of the costs incurred for the implementation of those steps.
The internal control system for the Facility referred to in Article 5 of this Regulation shall establish mechanisms that serve to check the implementation of the established qualitative and/or quantitative steps and the comprehensiveness, accuracy and reliability of the data submitted by the institutions on the achieved results, as well as that the funds have been spent according to the established rules.
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Implementation and control of the implementation of the Facility 
Article 4
The implementation of the Facility shall be performed by the following bodies:
National Facility Coordinator; 
Coordinator for Financial Management and Control; 
Priority Areas/Sub-Areas Coordinators under the Reform Agenda; 
Reform-level Coordinator under the Reform Agenda and
Step-level Coordinator under the Reform Agenda.
(2) Control over the implementation of the Facility shall be performed by:
Step-level Verifier; 
Anti-fraud Coordination Unit (AFCOS); 
State Commission for Prevention of Corruption and
[bookmark: _Hlk194665746]The State Audit Office.
(3) Monitoring of the implementation of the Facility shall be performed by the Facility Monitoring Committee (hereinafter referred to as: the Committee). 
(4) The coordinators referred to in paragraph (1) of this Article shall cooperate with each other and shall be accountable for their work to the immediate higher level of coordination. 
(5) The coordinators referred to in paragraph (1) of this Article shall cooperate with the authorities referred to in paragraph (2), items 2, 3 and 4 of this Article, regarding the checks related to the implementation of the Facility. 
(6) The Ministry of European Affairs shall be the Secretariat of the Committee referred to in paragraph (3) of this Article.
(7) The Ministry of European Affairs shall coordinate the work of the bodies and authorities referred to in paragraphs (1), (2) and (3) of this Article, in matters related to the implementation of the Facility. 
[bookmark: _Hlk190201740](8) The State Audit Office shall audit the control system for the implementation of the Facility. 

Internal control and combating mismanagement 
of the funds under the Facility
Article 5
The National Facility Coordinator shall ensure that a system for internal control and combating mismanagement of the funds under the Facility has been established, which meets the requirements set out in Article 9 of the Facility Agreement.
The National Facility Coordinator shall be responsible for establishing the institutional framework for continuous monitoring of the fulfilment of the conditions of Article 9 of the Facility Agreement.
In case of non-compliance with and failure to meet the requirements of Article 9 of the Facility Agreement by the competent institutions, the National Facility Coordinator shall notify the competent Area/Sub-Area Coordinator referred to in Article 8 of this Regulation and/or the head of the competent institution that has failed to fulfil its obligations and shall make recommendations for taking corrective measures. 

National Facility Coordinator
Article 6
The National Facility Coordinator shall be the Minister for European Affairs.
The National Facility Coordinator shall perform the following tasks:
sign the Facility Agreement;
ensure smooth coordination between the competent institutions for the timely implementation of the Reform Agenda, the Facility, as well as coordination with other Union instruments and programmes, donors and financial institutions; 
[bookmark: _Hlk190707616]prepare and submit semi-annual requests for the release of funds under the Facility to the Commission (in the form set out in Annex A of the Facility Agreement), after prior verification by the designated verifiers referred to in Article 11 of this Regulation that the preconditions, general conditions and payment conditions of the Facility have been fulfilled, no later than 15 January, i.e. 15 July each year;
prepare and submit a Declaration of Assurance (in the form set out in Annex B of the Facility Agreement) to the Commission services, together with each submitted payment request;
establish and co-chair the Committee together with a designated representative from the Commission;
submit an annual progress report on the implementation of the Reform Agenda to the Commission, for the previous year, no later than 1 March of the current year for the previous year;
submit a final report on the implementation of the Reform Agenda upon completion of the implementation of the Facility;
ensure the functioning of the internal control system for the implementation of the Facility, in cooperation with the competent institutions;
monitor the implementation of the qualitative and/or quantitative steps arising from the Reform Agenda, in relation to the use of funds under the Facility;
in cooperation with the ministries and competent institutions, ensure the provision of the necessary administrative capacity, i.e. human, financial, and technical resources for the implementation of the Facility;
provide unhindered access to all institutions in the Republic of North Macedonia and to documents necessary for performing any audit, verification, and on-the-spot checks at the request of the Commission or its representatives; 
in accordance with the conditions of the Facility, may submit a request to amend the Reform Agenda;
provide assurance from the competent institutions that the activities forming part of the Reform Agenda and implemented through the Facility are not subject to double funding from other Union instruments and programmes or other donors;
coordinate the preparation and implementation of a Communication and Visibility Plan for the Growth Plan and, in cooperation with the Ministry of Finance and the competent institutions, funds are being provided for its implementation;
establish an Information System for monitoring and reporting on the implementation of the Reform Agenda; and
perform other tasks arising from the Facility Agreement.
The National Facility Coordinator shall, in case of his absence, be replaced by the Deputy Minister for European Affairs.
Administrative and technical support to the National Facility Coordinator shall be provided by the Ministry of European Affairs.

[bookmark: _Hlk190183011]Coordinator for Financial Management and Control
Article 7
Coordinator for Financial Management and Control shall be the Minister for Finance. 
The Coordinator for Financial Management and Control shall perform the following tasks:
sign the Loan Agreement;
open and manage a dedicated foreign exchange account for the funds under the Facility and the Joint Fund of the European Western Balkans Joint Fund;
submit a loan disbursement request to the European Commission;
allocate 34.75% of the support in the form of a loan to the Joint Fund established within the framework of the European Western Balkans Joint Fund;
provide an efficient and effective internal control system for the proper use of funds under the Facility and the prompt recovery of funds in case of identified erroneous payment or misuse of funds;
implement obligations regarding timely loan servicing; and
perform other tasks arising from the Facility Agreement and the Loan Agreement. 
In the event of the absence of the Coordinator for Financial Management and Control, he shall be replaced by the Deputy Minister for Finance.
Administrative and technical support to the Coordinator for Financial Management and Control shall be provided by the Ministry of Finance.

Priority Areas/Sub-Areas Coordinators
Article 8
The Priority Areas/Sub-Areas Coordinators shall be responsible for fulfilling and monitoring the implementation of reforms and qualitative and/or quantitative steps within the priority area, i.e. sub-area for which they are competent.
The Priority Areas/Sub-Areas Coordinators shall be:
The Minister for Public Administration for the area of "Governance", sub-area of "Public Administration Reform";
The Minister for Finance for the area of "Governance", sub-area of "Public Finance Management"; 
The Minister for Energy, Mining and Mineral Resources for the area of "Energy and Digital Transformation", sub-area of "Energy Transition"; 
The Minister for Digital Transformation for the area of "Energy and Digital Transformation", sub-area of "Digital Transition";
The Minister for Education and Science for the area of "Human Capital";
The Minister for Transport for the area of "Business Environment" and
The Minister for Justice for the area of "Rule of Law".
[bookmark: _Hlk187687301](3)	 The Priority Areas/Sub-Areas Coordinators shall perform the following tasks: 
be responsible for the implementation of reforms and steps within the priority area/sub-area for which they are assigned, and shall coordinate the institutions that are responsible for the reforms, i.e. the steps;
participate in the work of the Facility Monitoring Committee;
appoint Reform-level Coordinator(s), Step-level Coordinator(s) and Step-level Verifier(s), who are part of the priority area, i.e. sub-area for which they are competent;
confirm that the reforms within the priority area, i.e. sub-area under their competence have been implemented within the established deadlines, in accordance with the Reform Agenda;
prepare, approve, monitor, and report on plans for addressing problems and findings from performed internal controls and audits;
provide the necessary administrative capacity, i.e. human, financial, and technical resources for the implementation of the Reform Agenda and ensure cooperation with the institutions that implement the steps and reforms in the area, i.e. sub-area for which they are competent; 
in cooperation with the competent Reform-level Coordinators, provide the necessary data to confirm that the preconditions, general conditions and payment conditions for receiving funds from the Facility have been fulfilled, within the area/sub-area for which they are competent, and submit such data to the National Facility Coordinator no later than 20 December, i.e. 15 June each year; 
submit the necessary data for the preparation of the Annual Progress Report on the Implementation of the Reform Agenda to the National Facility Coordinator, no later than 1 February of the current year, for the previous year.
be responsible for the reliability of the data contained in the Declaration of Assurance within their competence, after having previously received a Declaration of Assurance from the Reform-level Coordinators; 
confirm to the National Facility Coordinator that the steps within the area/sub-area for which he is competent are not subject to double funding, after prior confirmation from the Reform Coordinator, and
perform other tasks arising from the Facility Agreement. 
In case of absence, the Priority Area/Sub-Area Coordinator shall be replaced by the Deputy Minister.
The Priority Area/Sub-Area Coordinator shall immediately, and no later than within three days from the occurrence of any problems or obstacles in the implementation of the priority area/sub-area, inform the National Facility Coordinator of all such problems and obstacles in the implementation of the Facility, and shall propose measures to overcome them.
Reform-level Coordinators
Article 9
Reform-level Coordinators shall be appointed from among the senior administrative servants. 
The Coordinators referred to in paragraph (1) of this Article shall possess experience and expertise in the respective reform and priority area, in order to ensure the quality and timely implementation of the reforms in accordance with the established deadlines. The Coordinators referred to in paragraph (1) of this Article shall report on the progress of reform implementation to the National Facility Coordinator through the competent Area/Sub-Area Coordinator. 
The Reform-level Coordinators may coordinate one or more reforms from the Reform Agenda.
The Reform-level Coordinator shall perform the following tasks:
coordinate and monitor the implementation of the reforms and the related steps under the reform; 
timely inform the competent Priority Area/Sub-Area Coordinator of any risks or obstacles that may affect the implementation of the reform, cause delays in the planned implementation schedule, and shall propose solutions to overcome them;
prepare information and progress reports on the fulfilment of the qualitative and/or quantitative steps related to the reform, which are necessary for submitting a request for the release of funds under the Facility, ensure their accuracy, and submit them in the appropriate format to the National Facility Coordinator through the competent Priority Area/Sub-Area Coordinator;
in cooperation with the competent Step-level Coordinators, provide the necessary data to confirm that the preconditions, general conditions, and payment conditions for receiving funds under the Facility have been fulfilled within the framework of the reform for which they are competent, and submit such data to the competent Priority Area/Sub-Area Coordinator no later than 10 December, i.e. 1 June each year;
submit the necessary data for the preparation of the Annual Progress Report on the Implementation of the Reform Agenda to the competent Priority Area/Sub-Area Coordinator no later than 15 January of the current year, for the previous year;
be responsible for the reliability of the data contained in the Declaration of Assurance within their area of competence and shall submit it to the competent Priority Area/Sub-Area Coordinator within the established deadlines; 
confirm to the competent Priority Area/Sub-Area Coordinator that the step or steps under the reform within their area of competence are not subject to double funding, based on prior confirmation from the Step-level Coordinator, and
perform other tasks arising from the Facility Agreement.

Step-level Coordinators
Article 10
Step-level Coordinators shall, as a rule, be appointed from among senior administrative servants, but may also be appointed from among the administrative servants within the institution competent for implementing the step, with the necessary experience and expertise in the reform, i.e. the priority area, in order to ensure quality and timely implementation of the steps under the reforms. 
The Step-level Coordinator may coordinate one or more steps.
The Step-level Coordinator shall perform the following tasks: 
ensure the implementation of the step and coordinate the institutions involved in its implementation;
prepare a plan of all the activities for the implementation of the step, i.e. prepare a list of laws, by-laws, strategies, necessary recruitments, procurement of IT systems and other equipment, necessary construction works and other activities required for the fulfilment of each step; 
plan the necessary public procurements for the fulfilment of the step within the Annual Public Procurement Plan of the institution competent for implementing the step, based on previously planned financial resources in the budget of the competent institution, in accordance with Article 15 of this Regulation; 
monitor the progress in the implementation of the step and check the notifications received from other institutions involved in the implementation of the step;
inform the competent Reform Coordinator of any risks or obstacles that may affect the implementation of the steps, cause delays in the realisation and the planned schedule, and shall propose solutions to overcome them; 
be responsible for addressing findings resulting from conducted internal controls, audits, as well as for risk management;
contribute to the monitoring and reporting related to the implementation of the Facility; 
[bookmark: _Hlk187741841]be responsible for the reliability of the data contained in the Declaration of Assurance within his area of competence and for submitting the Declaration of Assurance to the competent Reform Coordinator within the established deadlines; 
inform the competent Coordinator that the step or steps within his competence are not subject to double funding. In cases where certain steps have received financial support from other sources, he shall immediately, and no later than within three days from the receipt of such financial support, inform the competent Reform Coordinator, indicating whether double funding is involved or not.
enter accurate and up-to-date data into the information system for monitoring the implementation of the Reform Agenda within the established deadlines; and
perform other tasks arising from the Facility Agreement. 

Step-level Verifiers
Article 11
Verification of completed steps shall be performed by a Verifier for each step, upon completion of realisation of the step, in accordance with the deadlines set in the Reform Agenda. 
The Verifier shall be the secretary within the institution competent for implementing the step, i.e. a person holding a managerial position appointed by the head of the institution in cases where no secretary is appointed.
The Verifier shall perform the following tasks:
control the progress of the implemented steps;
confirm in writing the information provided by the coordinators regarding the progress of implementation at step-level, including through on-the-spot checks and collected evidence;
order checks to determine whether appropriate measures have been taken to avoid double funding, especially in cases where certain steps have received financial support from other sources;
provide written recommendations and set deadlines for addressing identified findings and weaknesses arising from conducted controls and audits, and monitor risk management; and
perform other tasks arising from the Facility Agreement.
In performing his tasks, the Verifier shall apply the acts regulating the system of internal financial control in the public sector. Upon completion of his tasks, the Verifier shall submit a written report to the respective Reform Coordinator on the result of the verification performed, in accordance with the deadlines set forth in the Reform Agenda and the Facility.

Anti-Fraud Coordination Unit (AFCOS) within the Ministry of Finance 
Article 12
The Anti-Fraud Coordination Unit (hereinafter: the AFCOS) within the Ministry of Finance, within the scope of its tasks, shall perform the following tasks:
1.	contribute to ensuring coordination and exchange of information in the fight against fraud, irregularities, and cases of suspected fraud related to the implementation of the Facility, with the competent national institutions, the European Anti-Fraud Office, and the European Public Prosecutor’s Office; 
2.	prepare and implement the National Strategy for the Protection of the Financial Interests of the Union;
3.	contribute to the effective prevention and detection of irregularities, fraud, corruption, and other illegal activities related to the implementation of the Facility that affect the financial interests of the Union, including conflicts of interest, within the framework of its legal competences; 
4.	develop a methodology on the manner of handling suspected cases, the manner of reporting such cases by the Beneficiary to the Commission, and the manner of monitoring of the elimination of irregularities, in consultation with the National Facility Coordinator and the Minister for Finance;
5.	participate in the work of the Facility Monitoring Committee; and
6.	perform other tasks arising from the Facility Agreement, within the framework of its legal competences.

State Commission for Prevention of Corruption 
Article 13
Within the framework of its legal competences, the State Commission for Prevention of Corruption shall perform the following tasks:
1. take measures for the effective prevention and detection of corruption, including conflict of interest and other illegal activities related to the implementation of the Facility that affect the financial interests of the Union;
2. participate in the work of the Facility Monitoring Committee and
3. perform other tasks arising from the Facility Agreement.

Facility Monitoring Committee 
Article 14
The Facility Monitoring Committee shall be the body responsible for monitoring the implementation of the Facility and shall perform the tasks set out in the Facility Agreement. 
The Committee shall meet at least once a year and shall be co-chaired by the National Facility Coordinator and a designated representative of the Commission. 
The National Facility Coordinator, in cooperation with the representative of the Commission, shall designate the competent institutions participating in the work of the Committee.
The Committee shall monitor the progress and achievement of planned results, examine all matters related to audits, supervision and controls performed in connection with the implementation of the Facility, and shall grant final approval of all documents prior to their submission to the Commission. 
The decisions of the Committee shall be binding on all institutions to which they apply. 
Administrative and technical support to the Committee shall be provided by the Ministry of European Affairs, which shall also act as the Secretariat of the Monitoring Committee and shall prepare for the purposes of the Monitoring Committee the materials to be reviewed and adopted at the Committee’s meetings. 
The manner of work and decision-making of the Committee shall be regulated by Rules of Procedure, which shall be adopted by the Committee at its first meeting.

Provision of financial resources in the budget for the implementation of the Reform Agenda
Article 15
The institutions competent for implementing the step shall be obliged to plan the necessary financial resources in their annual budgets in order to implement the steps envisaged in the Reform Agenda in a timely and efficient manner.
The resources referred to in paragraph (1) of this Article shall be requested by the competent institution in the budget circular during each planning/amendment of the annual budget, and the National Facility Coordinator, the competent Area/Sub-Area Coordinator, and the competent Reform Coordinator shall be notified thereof. 

Control and audit of the implementation of the Facility
Article 16
The State Audit Office shall perform an audit of the system for implementation, monitoring, reporting, and evaluation of the Facility, as well as of the internal control system in the implementation of the Facility. 
Control and audit of the implementation of the Reform Agenda and the Facility may also be performed by the Commission, the European Anti-Fraud Office, the European Court of Auditors, and the European Public Prosecutor’s Office (EPPO), or their authorised representatives.
The bodies and authorities referred to in Article 4 of this Regulation, which are competent for the implementation of the Reform Agenda and the Facility, shall prepare an action plan with measures and deadlines for addressing the deficiencies identified through the control and audit referred to in paragraphs (1) and (2) of this Article.
The institutions referred to in paragraphs (1) and (2) of this Article shall have the right of access to all information, documentation, electronic data and information systems necessary for performing the audits and checks, and may request clarifications from the representatives of the competent institution subject to the audit, on all matters relevant to the execution of such audits and checks.
The National Facility Coordinator shall monitor the implementation of the action plans referred to in paragraph (3) of this Article and the fulfilment of the recommendations given. In the event of failure to comply with the measures and deadlines set out in the action plans for addressing the identified deficiencies, the National Facility Coordinator shall inform the Government of the Republic of North Macedonia thereof and shall make recommendations on how to overcome the deficiencies. 

Information system for monitoring and reporting
Article 17

An information system for monitoring and reporting of the implementation of the Facility shall be established and maintained within the Ministry of European Affairs.
The competent institutions shall regularly input and update the necessary data in the information system referred to in paragraph (1) of this Article, in accordance with the guidelines and deadlines established by the National Facility Coordinator.

Joint obligations for the implementation of the Facility 
Article 18
[bookmark: _Hlk190779132]All state administration authorities, administrative organisations, the services of the Government of the Republic of North Macedonia, other state authorities, legal persons entrusted with public powers, regulatory bodies, judicial authorities, and local self-government units assigned with activities related to the implementation of the Reform Agenda and the Facility shall cooperate with each other in order to ensure the timely implementation of the assigned activities. 
The National Facility Coordinator shall prepare a Manual for the Implementation of the Facility, which shall further regulate the communication among the various bodies and authorities involved in the implementation of the Reform Agenda and the Facility, the manner and form of reporting and the applicable deadlines, the manner of keeping records on assigned activities and storing documentation, as well as the measures to be undertaken in accordance with the obligations arising from the Facility Agreement.
The bodies and authorities referred to in Article 4 of this Regulation shall, in implementing the Facility, consistently apply the Manual referred to in paragraph (2) of this Article. 
Upon request by any of the bodies or authorities referred to in Article 4 of this Regulation, the authorities referred to in paragraph (1) of this Article shall be obliged to participate in the activities, reforms and steps under the Reform Agenda and to provide the necessary documents, information and data. 
The authorities referred to in paragraph (1) of this Article shall notify the Ministry of European Affairs within seven days of any change in the implementation status of a reform and/or step in the priority areas/sub-areas, as well as of any change in the absorption rate of the funds provided under the Facility.

Transparency in the use of funds under the Facility
Article 19
In order to fulfil the obligations laid down in Article 21 of the Facility Agreement, the Area/Sub-Area Coordinator shall submit to the National Facility Coordinator the following data concerning all final recipients of funds for the implementation of reforms in the respective area/sub-area:
for a legal person (full name, unique tax number);
for a natural person (name and surname) and
the total amount of funds received by the final recipient for the implementation of the reform in accordance with the Reform Agenda.
The National Facility Coordinator shall publish on its website up-to-date data on final recipients receiving funding exceeding the amount of EUR 50,000 in denar equivalent value, cumulatively over a period of four years for the implementation of reforms and investments set out in the Facility, in accordance with personal data protection regulations.
The data referred to in paragraph (2) of this Article shall be updated at least once per year.

[bookmark: _Hlk187761150]Record-keeping, documentation storage and ensuring audit trail
Article 20
The Coordinators referred to in Article 4 of this Regulation shall keep records and compile a file at the level of each step, in which data and documents shall be recorded concerning all activities implemented at the level of step, reform, sub-area and area, as well as data on the planned and used funds.
The Ministry of European Affairs shall, through the information system referred to in Article 17 of this Regulation, keep records on the implementation status of all reforms and steps in the priority areas/sub-areas, as well as on the level of funds withdrawn under the Facility.
All state administration authorities, state authorities and public sector institutions assigned activities related to the implementation of the Reform Agenda and the Facility shall keep documentation resulting from the realisation of the assigned activities under the Facility for a period of five years from the day of completion of the obligation arising from the Facility, including: 
-	all documents relevant for the procurement and grant award procedures, contracts, addenda, relevant correspondence, and all relevant documents relating to payments and recoveries for investment projects funded through the European Western Balkans Joint Fund (EWBJF);
-	all documents relevant to the implementation of the support in the form of loans, whether channelled directly to the treasuries of the Beneficiary or through the European Western Balkans Joint Fund (EWBJF).

Communication and visibility
Article 21
The National Facility Coordinator shall submit the Communication and Visibility Plan to the European Commission together with the first payment request, in accordance with the Facility Agreement.
The National Facility Coordinator shall monitor the implementation of the Communication and Visibility Plan for the EU’s Growth Plan for the Western Balkans.
The National Facility Coordinator shall publish on its website an overview of the reforms and investments implemented under the Facility. 
The National Facility Coordinator shall ensure the visibility of the funding provided under the Facility and shall publish on its website data regarding planned and achieved objectives, the planned and executed budget, the selected and implemented projects, cooperation with the Commission, and monitoring and evaluation.

Article 22
This Regulation shall enter into force on the day following that of its publication in the "Official Gazette of the Republic of North Macedonia".
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