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МИНИСТЕРСТВО ЗА ОДБРАНА
РЕПУБЛИКА СЕВЕРНА  МАКЕДОНИЈА
ПРИМЕР ТЕСТ ЗА ЧИТАЊЕ

НИВО 3
	Choose the correct answer, A, B, C, or D for the following questions. 


1. A reader’s letter 

I read your briefing on unmanned aerial vehicles at about the same time I was finishing Ernst Jünger’s novel “The Glass Bees” (“The Fly’s a Spy”, November 3rd). It is remarkable that Jünger predicted current developments back in 1957. The UAVs he described were to be used in unmanned rescues, surveying, monitoring and various secret military applications. Even more interesting is his speculation about the future of the technology and its potential abuses. He predicted tiny flying apparatuses that would be able to relieve the symptoms of allergy sufferers by picking the pollen out of the air. And, in a quantum leap beyond the current technology, envisioned squadrons of “unnatural insects” interacting and working as intelligent composite organisms, which is to say, as social insects do in nature. 

According to the passage, the author of the above-mentioned book predicts that _____. 
A. people will become more dependent on technology 

B. the current and future use of unmanned aerial vehicles

C. the military must distance itself from the private sector

D. the military will continue to lead technological advances

2. A newspaper article 

Ben Bernanke, the Federal Reserve Chairman, told the Financial Crisis Inquiry Commission yesterday that he should have been “more straightforward” with Congress when he avoided saying the central bank had no means to save Lehman Brothers. 

Shortly after Lehman’s collapse last year Mr Bernanke told Congress that the government had “declined” to rescue the bank. He said yesterday that this had “supported this myth that we did have a way of saving Lehman.” 

“I regret not being more straightforward there because clearly it has supported the mistaken impression that in fact we could have done something”  he told the commission, speaking a day after Dick Fuld, former chairman of Lehman Brothers, said the Fed could and should have rescued his group. 

But Mr Bernanke said the omission was made only out of concern that revealing the Fed’s lack of tools could have ratcheted up market pressure on other financial institutions. 

According to this text, Bernanke admits to __________________.
A. having withheld information from the government

B. having fears about a major financial breakdown

C. willingly providing Congress misleading information

D. being able to provide financial support to central banks

3. Magazine article 

Some people argue that hip-hop is politically consequential because activists can use the music and the culture that surrounds it to communicate with young people who might otherwise shun politics. There is something to this. For example, in 2004 the superstar P. Diddy fronted a fairly successful voter-registration campaign called “Vote or Die”. And Hip-Hop Summit Action Network (HSAN) once co-sponsored a rally to protest about a proposed $300m cut to the New York City school budget. The cut never happened. HSAN trumpets this as a great victory. But it is hardly evidence that hip-hop can change the world. That $300m is a tiny slice of what New York spends on its schools, and lack of money is far from the main obstacle to improving them. 

Civil-rights activists in the 1960s were inspired by protest songs, but the songs did not drive the movement. Political change requires hard and often tedious work, as the thousands of weary volunteers working for Presidential campaigns attest. 

On the issue on the influence of hip-hop music, the author’s stance is _____.

A. neutral

B. sceptical

C. positive

D. negative

4. A report about child psychology

Name-calling, extortion, violence, and exclusion are among the symptoms of a problem unknown to, or ignored by, adults.

It is not as cartoonishly simple as depicted in the antics of certain television and film characters. But our distance from school life means we can see bullying only in clichéd, simplistic terms, ignoring the subtleties of children’s power relationships.

Christine Donaldson, a psychologist at the University of North Essex, thinks the culture of the playground and classroom must be made more “pro-social.” Consideration for others and pleasant atmospheres need to be cultivated.

What is the message of this report?

A. Children have considerable power over adults.

B. Human societies are modeled on childhood relations.

C. Children’s interactions deserve more attention.

D. TV and film characters influence children’s behavior.

5. A reader’s response to a newspaper article

As a 74-year-old grandmother and former factory worker, I can’t tell you how delighted I was to read in The Times that my preference in clothing has become “more youthful, skin-baring and tighter-fitting.” I have never shopped for clothing with my 18-year-old granddaughter, but I guess I should start now. And perhaps the time has come for me to have a little body reshaping surgery to show off these new clothes. That’s much more fun than the alternative: to spend several hundred dollars to have a pair of pants made that cover my navel. So your article gives me much to think about as I approach my 75th  birthday.

What is the woman saying?

A. Clothing styles are becoming too extreme.

B. She is pleased that people still find her attractive.

C. Young women put too much emphasis on clothing.
D. The newspaper article did not address her needs.
6. A response to a columnist from the New York Times

Mr. Bohaty: 

In your column of 1 Dec., you wrote, “the tragic bottom line of the Bush catastrophe is that the administration has at once increased the ranks of jihadists by turning Iraq into a new training ground and recruitment magnet while at the same time exhausting America’s will and resources to confront that expanded threat.” 

By saying that Iraq has become the rallying point for jihadists, we play directly into the administration’s argument that we are fighting them in Iraq so we don’t have to fight them in the U.S.

Please make it clear that what we have accomplished in Iraq is this: we have converted a previously secular nation, albeit under an iron thumb, into a nation of jihadists. We are fighting Iraqis who have been radicalized by the policies of this administration.

What is the writer commenting on?

A. the source of jihadists

B. the long-term strategy

C. why the U.S. is in Iraq

D. why the U.S. can’t win

7. A letter to the editor of a newspaper

If columnist Frederick L. Thomas really wants to advance the idea of American energy independence, he should stop likening it to a moon shot. Getting the U.S. off oil and other fossil fuels is nothing like the space program. No rocket science or new technology is needed. What’s missing is the political will to internalize the huge social costs of energy use by increasing prices of fuels and electricity through added taxes. 

We know how to make windmills, low-energy lights, and bicycles, and how to design compact cities.  Choosing them instead of gas-guzzlers and urban sprawl requires market incentives that only higher energy prices can create.

What does the author believe?

A. U.S. energy problems require new policies and choices. 
B. People should return to the way of life of earlier periods.

C. The U.S. should rechannel money from its space program.

D. The buying public must be educated about the environment.

8. A magazine article
In a news report about the Shaolin Temple, the Buddhist monastery in China well-known for its martial arts, a monk addressed a common misunderstanding: “Many people have a misconception that martial arts is about fighting and killing. It is actually about improving your wisdom and intelligence.”

Indeed, the concept of kung fu (or gongfu) is known to many in the West only through martial arts fighting films like “Enter the Dragon” or more recently, “Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon.”  In the cinematic realm, skilled, acrobatic fighters like Bruce Lee, Jackie Chan and Jet Li are seen as “kung fu masters.”

But as the Shaolin monk pointed out, kung fu embodies much more than fighting. In fact any ability resulting from practice and cultivation could accurately be said to embody kung fu. There is a kung fu of dancing, painting, cooking, writing, acting, making good judgments, dealing with people, even governing. During the Song and Ming dynasties in China, the term kung fu was widely used by the neo-Confucians, the Daoists and Buddhists alike for the art of living one’s life in general, and they all unequivocally spoke of their teachings as different schools of kung fu. 

In the monk’s opinion, martial arts _____________. 
A. incite aggressive behaviour

B. are inspired by visual arts

C. transcend the fighting aspect

D. are disconnected from daily life
9. An analysis of food consumption

Today we have created a world where food seems to be the cause of many of our problems, both in America and abroad. Food and the way we grow it and produce it are a major cause of environmental degradation. Food and the way we cook it are the cause of many health problems. In America, we are talking about calorie-dense but low-nutrition foods and overeating.  In the developing world, we are dealing with problems of malnutrition, respiratory diseases from cooking fumes, deforestation, and failing farms.  Food policy demands are all around us. But we need to start seeing food as the solution. Food used the right way can end hunger. Food used the right way can help fight obesity and malnutrition. Food and the right farming practices will create employment in the developing world where it is needed most. Food when prepared the right way can help improve the environment. Food can be the answer.

According to the analysis, food is __________________.

A. a crucial indicator of countries’ development 

B. either the problem or the solution

C. produced in a more efficient way

D. a source of contagious diseases

10. Editor’s opinion on a political situation in Great Britain 

All three main parties now recognize that immigration is important to voters, and growing more so. According to Martin Weale, an economist who co-authored a report on immigration, one reason why the government has been slow to twig to popular concern is that it has been mesmerised by the observation that immigration has led to economic growth overall. “But what you and I notice is our share of growth”, he says, “and that could be going down at the same time.” The local-government bodies reminded the government that recent migration had badly stretched schools, hospitals and housing in some neighbourhoods. Still more vexed is the question of how immigration is affecting employment. Many worry that cheap, hard-working, well-educated foreign workers make life easier for those who employ them but harder for low-skilled locals who might previously have been hired and then brought up to scratch on the job. Yet another statistical revision this week smashed a totemic government claim that most of the new jobs in the last decade have gone to Britons: fewer than half have done. In the last five years 540,000 foreigners have found jobs in Britain while 270 000 British workers have lost them. 

What is the editor’s opinion? 

A. More Britons lose jobs than immigrants do. 

B. More immigrants take domestic working posts. 

C. Immigration impedes overall economic growth. 

D. Unemployment increases due to hiring foreigners. 

11. An article on modern traveling

Back in the 1960’s a few students at Harvard University banded together to produce a 20-page pamphlet offering a collection of tips on budget travel in Europe. This modest booklet offered as an extra to passengers travelling on student charter flights to Europe met with instant popularity. The following year, students travelling to Europe researched the first fully-fledged edition of Let’s Go: Europe, a pocket-sized book of irreverent, no-nonsense writing, with a decidedly youthful outlook on the world. Let’s Go: Europe is now the world’s best-selling international guide, translated into seven languages. 

Every winter, we recruit over 160 researchers and editors to write books anew. Hired for their rare combination of budget travel sense, writing ability, stamina and daring, these intrepid travelers know that train strikes, food poisoning and marriage proposals are all part of a day’s work. Back at our offices, editors work from spring to fall, gently massaging copy written on Himalayan bus rides with renewed editorial integrity into witty yet informative prose. In September, the collected efforts of the summer are delivered to our printer so that you have the most up-to-date information for your vacation. 

We don’t think of budget travel as the last resource of the poor but rather as the only way to travel. Living simply and cheaply is the best way to get acquainted with the everyday, nitty-gritty aspects of the places and people you’ve been saving to visit. Our books will ease your anxieties so you can get off the beaten track and explore. Once you learn the ropes, we encourage you to put Let’s Go to one side now and then and to strike out on your own. 

11 a) The writer suggest that the writing of the researchers for Let’s Go ______. 
A. rarely gets edited 

B. has always been modest in its aims 

C. is characterized by its directness 
D. tries to avoid humour  

11 b) In the writer’s view, the main thing about budget travel is that _________.
A. people appreciate getting value for money

B. poorer students have an opportunity to see places 

C. it’s an opportunity to meet people with a similar outlook on life 

D. you get to see and appreciate places other tourists may not 

12. An article on Easter Island
What we are suggesting is that Easter Island might have originally been settled in order to serve as geographical beacon, a marker – fulfilling some as yet unguessed function in an ancient global system of astrological sky-ground coordinates that linked many great centers of early civilization. We have encountered elements of this system in Egypt and in Cambodia. Its greatest mystery is the way in which it constantly mingles the most esoteric forms of spiritual inquiry with a highly scientific approach to observational astronomy and earth-measuring. 

We do not claim to know when this culture first arrived on Easter Island but we think that evidence supports that it became estranged from its sources, and perhaps forgotten, that it was then subjected to a very long period of impenetrable isolation, during which time it underwent a gradual enfeeblement and dissolution. By the time of the first European contacts, which only hastened the process of collapse, there was very little left of either the spiritual or of the scientific aspects of the system. 
12 а) The writer implies that people first came to Easter Island _________.
A. because of its unique location 
B. to act as a center for traders 

C. because it was known to earlier civilizations 

D. to carry out research 

12 b) The culture did not survive because of _________.
A. competing cultures on the island 

B. the arrival of Europeans 

C. lack of outside contact 
D. the spread of illness 

13. An article named ‘Perils of Cheap Flights’

Warnings about links between potentially fatal blood clots and flying are to be published today in a report by the parliamentary science and technology committee.  The main thrust of the report is that cheap flights may well be too risky and a trade-off in the interests of securing higher safety standards, which would involve extending the leg room afforded by different categories of seat under current industry regulations, may be necessary. Such a move would obviously impact on fares. The report’s findings have been backed up Michael Davies, a leading consultant to the committee and a former director of health at British Airways, who has suggested that people should accept that long haul flights could become the preserve of the rich. 

Last night, the airline industry dismissed Davies’ comments as scaremongering, pointing out that the report itself found that deep vein thrombosis (DVT) – dubbed ‘economy class syndrome’ – was just as likely to afflict first and club class passengers. A spokesman for the industry Robert Wiltshire said: “The report clearly states that ‘economy class syndrome’ is a total misnomer: the risks apply to anyone remaining seated for long spells.” 

The report accepts that there is, as yet, no conclusively established link between an increased risk of DVT and flying, but points out to a large body of anecdotal evidence, including a case control study, which justifies further research and calls, as an interim measure, for health warnings to be issued with long haul flights. 

13 a) The ‘trade-off’ mentioned in the first paragraph would involve _________.
A. improving aircraft maintenance 

B. carrying fewer passengers  
C. carrying more first-class passengers 

D. raising the price of certain kinds of seat 

13 b) The article highlights that the findings of the report _________.
A. contained inconsistencies 

B. were rejected by the airline industry 

C. were based on firm medical evidence 

D. are subject to different interpretations 
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