[bookmark: _GoBack]PROPOSAL TO PASS A LAW
[bookmark: _Ref160183014]AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING THE LAW ON ENERGY EFFICIENCY (*[footnoteRef:1]) [1: (*) This Law aligns with Directive (EU) 2018/2002 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 11 December 2018 amending Directive 2012/27/EU on energy efficiency (CELEX No. 32018L2002) and Directive 2009/33/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 April 2009 on the promotion of clean and energy-efficient road transport vehicles (CELEX No. 32009L0033).


] 


Article 1
	In the Law on Energy Efficiency (*) (“Official Gazette of the Republic of North Macedonia” No. 32/20, 110/21, 236/22, 147/24 and 74/25), in Article 2, paragraph 1, in the introductory sentence before the word “The objective” the number “(1)” shall be added.
	After paragraph (1) a new paragraph (2) shall be added and it shall read as follows:
[bookmark: _Hlk198240853]	„(2) In order to achieve the targets referred to in paragraph (1) of this Article, public sector persons, public sector persons at the state level, consumers, entities performing energy activities in accordance with the Law on Energy (*), small, medium and large traders and ESCOs shall apply the energy efficiency first principle, according to which priority shall be given to alternative cost-effective energy efficiency measures in energy planning, as well as in decision-making on relevant policies and investments, so that energy demand and supply become more efficient, in particular by means of cost-effective end-use energy savings, more efficient conversion, transmission and distribution of energy, and demand response initiatives.”.

Article 2
	In Article 5, paragraph (4) shall be amended and it shall read as follows:
[bookmark: _Hlk198240907]	“When setting the targets referred to in paragraph (1) of this Article, the overall energy efficiency targets and contributions established by the Energy Community shall be taken into account.”
	Paragraph (5) shall be deleted. 
	Paragraph (6) shall become paragraph (5).

Article 3
	The title preceding Article 6 and Article 6 shall be amended and shall read as follows:

[bookmark: _Hlk198242060]“Energy Efficiency Report
Article 6
	(1) In order to achieve the targets set out in the Regulation referred in Article 5 paragraph (1) of this Law, the Ministry shall prepare an Energy Efficiency Report (hereinafter: EER).
	(2) The EER shall be prepared every two years, and its content shall be aligned with the policies and measures on the energy efficiency dimension of the Integrated National Energy and Climate Plan, in accordance with Article 13 of the Law on Energy (*).
	(3) The content and data in the EER shall be aligned with the content and data of the Integrated National Energy and Climate Progress Report on the implementation status of the Integrated National Energy and Climate Plan, which are to be entered in the electronic platform in accordance with the law. “.

Article 4 
	The words “the Council of the Municipality or of the City of Skopje” in Article 7 paragraph (1) shall be replaced by the words “the Council of the Municipality, the Municipality in the City of Skopje or the City of Skopje”. 
	The word “six” in paragraph (3) shall be replaced by the word “three”.
	Paragraph (6) shall be amended and it shall read as follows:
[bookmark: _Hlk198242223]	„For the implementation of the Energy Efficiency Programme referred to in paragraph (1) of this Article, the council of the local self-government unit shall, upon a proposal from the mayor of the local self-government unit, adopt an annual plan within 30 days from the adoption of the Programme, which shall be submitted to the Ministry by the end of February of the current year.“
	After paragraph (6) a new paragraph (7) shall be added and it shall read as follows:
[bookmark: _Hlk198242350]	“(7) The local self-government unit shall, by the end of February of the current year at the latest, submit to the Ministry a Report on the Implementation of the Programme for the previous year.”.
	In paragraph (7), which becomes paragraph (8), the words “shall submit to the Ministry” shall be replaced by the words “shall prepare”, and the words “information on the implementation of the programmes” shall be replaced by the words “reports on the implementation of the Programme for the previous year.”
	Paragraph (8), which becomes paragraph (9), shall be amended and it shall read as follows:
[bookmark: _Hlk198242518]	“(9) As an exception from paragraph (1) of this Article, local self-government units with less than 15,000 inhabitants may conclude inter-municipal cooperation agreements with one or more neighbouring local self-government units, or with the largest local self-government unit within the respective planning region, pursuant to the Law on Inter-Municipal Cooperation, which shall be achieved through the establishment of a body for inter-municipal cooperation or a joint public service. The body for inter-municipal cooperation, the joint public service, or the competent administrative body of the largest local self-government unit, in cooperation with the participating local self-government units, shall prepare the Programme referred to in paragraph (1) of this Article, the annual plans referred to in paragraph (6) of this Article, and the Report on the Implementation of the Programme for the previous year referred to in paragraph (7) of this Article.”
	After paragraph (9) a new paragraph (10) shall be added and it shall read as follows:
[bookmark: _Hlk198242550]	“(10) Local self-government units, as well as local self-government units that have concluded inter-municipal cooperation agreements in accordance with paragraph (9) of this Article, which fail to prepare the Energy Efficiency Programme referred to in paragraph (1) of this Article, the annual plans for its implementation referred to in paragraph (6) of this Article, or to submit the reports on the implementation of the Programme for the previous year referred to in paragraph (7) of this Article, shall not be eligible to use the funds of the Energy Efficiency Fund in accordance with the Law on the Development Bank of North Macedonia (*).”
	Paragraph (9) shall become paragraph (11).

Article 5
	The word “NEEAP” in Article 8 item 2) shall be replaced by the word “EER”. 
	The word “NEEAP” in item 11) shall be replaced by the word “EER”.
	The word “NEEAP” in item 12) shall be replaced by the word “EER”.
	

Article 6
	The percentage “1%” in Article 10 paragraph (5) shall be replaced by the percentage “3%”.
	The word “NEEAP” in paragraph (8) shall be replaced by the words “Integrated National Energy and Climate Plan”.

Article 7
	The word “NEEAP” in Article 11 paragraph (1) shall be replaced by the word “EER”.
	

Article 8
	In Article 12 paragraph (1) shall be amended and it shall read as follows:
[bookmark: _Hlk198242721]	“For the purpose of monitoring energy efficiency measures, the Ministry shall establish and maintain an electronic monitoring and verification tool (hereinafter: MVP tool).”
	The word “NEEAP” in paragraph (3) item 9) shall be replaced by the word “EER”.
	The words “reports on the implementation of NEEAP” in paragraph (5) shall be replaced by the word “EER”.
Article 9
	Article 13 shall be amended and it shall read as follows:
[bookmark: _Hlk198242792]	“(1) In the procurement of energy related products subject to energy labelling in accordance with this Law and the regulations adopted pursuant to this Law, public sector persons and public sector persons at the state level shall be obliged to specify, in the technical specification, the minimum acceptable energy efficiency class of the products subject to procurement, where cost effective and technically feasible, while having regard to competition among economic operators in the implementation of the public procurement.
	(2) In the procurement of energy related products that are not subject to energy labelling, but are subject to ecodesign requirements in accordance with this Law and the regulations adopted pursuant to this Law, public sector persons and public sector persons at the state level shall be obliged to procure products with the highest energy efficiency level, where cost effective and technically feasible, while having regard to competition among economic operators in the implementation of the public procurement.
	(3) In the procurement of services and works, public sector persons and public sector persons at the state level are obliged to bind the bidders, in performing the services or works covered by the public procurement, to use only products that comply with the requirements set out in paragraphs (1) and (2) of this Article. This obligation shall apply exclusively to new products procured by the bidders, whether partially or entirely, for the purpose of providing the relevant services or works.
	(4) In the procurement of new road transport vehicles, public sector persons, including public sector persons at the state level, shall be obliged to specify in the technical specifications the expected operational lifetime energy and environmental impacts of the road transport vehicles, where cost effective and technically feasible, taking into account the competition between economic operators in the implementation of the public procurement. The expected operational lifetime energy and environmental impacts of the road transport vehicles shall include, in particular, the following parameters:
	1) energy consumption;
	2) carbon dioxide (CO₂) emissions and
	3) emissions of nitrogen oxides (NOₓ), non-methane hydrocarbons (NMHC), and particulate matter.
	(5) When public sector persons and public sector persons at the state level procure or lease premises for their own use, the buildings and building units in which such premises are located shall hold a valid energy performance certificate meeting the minimum energy performance requirements in accordance with the Rulebook on Energy Performance of Buildings.
	(6) The Minister shall adopt a Rulebook which shall prescribe: 
	1) the minimum acceptable energy efficiency classes of products referred to in paragraph 1 of this Article, by product group, subject to energy labelling under this Law and the regulations adopted pursuant to this Law; 
	2) the maximum permissible values for carbon dioxide, nitrogen oxides, non-methane hydrocarbons, and particulate emissions over the operational lifetime of road transport vehicles, as well as other energy and environmental impacts and
	3) the minimum energy efficiency class of buildings and building units referred to in paragraph 5 of this Article.”.

Article 10
	In Article 14 paragraph (1) shall be amended and it shall read as follows:
	“The Government, upon a proposal from the Ministry, shall adopt a Regulation laying down an Energy Efficiency Obligation Scheme (EEOS) and/or alternative measures for achieving final energy consumption savings, to be applied by distribution system operators under the obligation scheme, and by energy suppliers, institutions, organisations, legal persons or other persons participating in, or responsible for, the implementation of the alternative measures, as participants in the implementation of such alternative measures.”
	Paragraph (2) shall be amended and it shall read as follows:
	“The Regulation referred to in paragraph (1) of this Article shall include, in particular: 
	1) the designation of the obligated parties under the Energy Efficiency Obligation Scheme (hereinafter: obligated parties under the EEOS);
	2) the methodology for calculating the annual final energy consumption savings, separately for each energy type by obligated parties under the EEOS;
	3) clearly defined targets for annual final energy consumption savings, for each energy type and for each obligated party under the EEOS separately;
	4) the measures by which the energy efficiency targets set under the EEOS shall be achieved and
	5) the reporting arrangements to be applied by the obligated parties under the EEOS;
	6) clearly defined obligations for energy suppliers, institutions, organisations, legal persons or other persons participating in, or responsible for, the implementation of alternative measures, as participants in the implementation of alternative measures;
	7) the method for determining final energy consumption savings that can be measured and verified by applying alternative measures, which shall be implemented in a transparent manner;
	8) the method of monitoring the results of the alternative measures taken and a method of taking other appropriate alternative measures if progress is not satisfactory;
	9) the method for determining the energy savings from each individual alternative measure, attributable to a single participant involved in its implementation and
	10) the manner in which the implemented alternative measures are interrelated and their consistency with the activities of energy suppliers, institutions, organisations, legal persons or other persons participating in, or responsible for, the implementation of the alternative measures, as participants in the implementation of the alternative measures, with regard to the expected energy savings.”.
	Paragraphs (5), (6), (7), (8), (9), (10) and (11) shall be deleted.

Article 11
	After Article 14, a new title and a new Article 14-a shall be added, which shall read as follows:

"Decision on the Introduction of an Energy Efficiency Obligation Scheme and/or Alternative Measures for Achieving Final Energy Consumption Savings
Article 14-a
	“(1) For the purpose of achieving final energy consumption savings and meeting the targets set out in the Regulation referred to in Article 14 of this Law, the Government, upon a proposal from the Ministry, shall adopt a decision introducing:
	1) an energy efficiency obligation scheme or
	2) alternative measures or
	3) an obligation scheme and alternative measures.
	(2) In the case referred to in paragraph (1) item 3) of this Article, the Government, by the decision referred to in paragraph (1) of this Article, shall determine the portion of the savings targets, expressed as a percentage, planned to be achieved through the application of the EEOS and through the application of alternative measures.
	(3) The decision referred to in paragraph (1) of this Article shall also include the means for implementing the alternative measures, which may be provided through donations, the Budget of the Republic of North Macedonia, or from other sources in accordance with the law.
	(4) In cases where the Government provides financial support for the implementation of alternative measures, the regulations on state aid control shall apply. 
	(5) Where the decision referred to in paragraph (1) of this Article designates the energy distribution system operators as obligated parties under the EEOS, the Energy, Water Services and Waste Management Services Regulatory Commission (hereinafter: the Energy Regulatory Commission) shall, through the relevant tariff systems, recognise the justified costs related to the obligations of the distribution system operators established under the EEOS.
	(6) The Ministry shall monitor the implementation of the EEOS and the alternative measures. At the request of the Ministry, the Energy Regulatory Commission shall provide data regarding the activities of the obligated parties under the EEOS, necessary for monitoring the implementation of the EEOS. 
	(7) Institutions, organisations, legal persons or other persons participating in, or responsible for, the implementation of alternative measures, as participants in the implementation of alternative measures, shall be obliged to submit to the Ministry the data on the results of the alternative measures undertaken, in the manner established by the Regulation referred to in Article 14 of this Law. 
	(8) The Ministry shall publish on its website, separately for each obligated party under the EEOS, the planned and achieved savings in final energy consumption, as well as the results of the alternative measures undertaken, on an annual basis. 
	(9) Each obligated party under the EEOS shall, no later than 31 January of the current year, for the previous year submit to the Ministry data on total energy sales, the geographical distribution of sold, i.e. distributed energy across the territory of the country, data on consumer categories in accordance with the Rules on Distribution Tariff Systems, where applicable, as well as proposed measures aimed at improving energy efficiency and any other data necessary for the implementation of the EEOS, alternative measures, and the EER. 
	(10) Within 30 days from the date of adoption of the Regulation referred to in Article 14 of this Law, the Ministry shall notify the Energy Community Secretariat of the measures and of the manner in which the targets set out in the Regulation are to be achieved.”.

Article 12
	In Article 16, paragraph (1), in the introductory sentence, the words “are regulated” shall be replaced by the words “shall be prescribed”.
	The word “extended” in item 13) shall be added after the word “issued”.
	The words “referred to in paragraph (3) of this Article” in paragraph (4) shall be added after the word “fee”.

Article 13
	Article 17 shall be amended and it shall read as follows:
	“(1) The Ministry shall conduct the exam for energy auditors of large traders and shall issue authorisations for energy auditors of large traders in the manner prescribed in the Rulebook on Energy Audits of Large Traders referred to in Article 16 paragraph (1) of this Law.
	(2) A natural person may take the exam for energy auditor of large traders by submitting a request to the Ministry and providing evidence that the following conditions are met:
	1) has completed at least higher education in the field of civil engineering, mechanical engineering, or electrical engineering, having acquired at least 240 ECTS credits or level VII/1, i.e. level VIA of the Macedonian Qualifications Framework; 
	2) has at least five years of professional experience in testing, designing, supervising, maintaining or operating energy or process plants, carrying out energy audits or other energy services in industry, or in performing professional or scientific activities in the field of energy;
	3) holds a certificate of completed training for energy auditors of large traders issued by legal persons authorised to conduct training for energy auditors of large traders;
	4) has a proof of payment of the exam fee for energy auditors of buildings and
	5) has a proof of payment of the administrative fee in accordance with the Law on Administrative Fees.
	(3) The applications may also be submitted in electronic form using an electronic identification means via the National Portal for Electronic Services or through an intermediary for administrative services, in accordance with the regulations in the field of electronic governance and electronic services and in the field of electronic documents, electronic identification and trust services.
	(4) The exam referred to in paragraph (1) of this Article shall be held during the February, May, and October examination sessions.
	(5) The exam referred to in paragraph (1) of this Article shall consist of a written and a practical part, which shall be taken before a Commission established by the Minister. 
	(6) The Commission referred to in paragraph (5) of this Article shall be composed of three members, two of whom shall be representatives of the Ministry, and one shall be a representative from the Ministry competent for matters in the field of spatial planning, from among the employees of the Ministries with at least 240 ECTS credits or level VII/1, i.e. level VIA of the Macedonian Qualifications Framework in the field of civil engineering, architecture, mechanical engineering, or electrical engineering.
	(7) The members of the Commission referred to in paragraph (6) of this Article shall be entitled to remuneration for the work performed, proportionate to the scope and complexity of the work and not exceeding one tenth of the average monthly net salary paid in the Republic of North Macedonia in the preceding year, as published by the State Statistical Office.
	(8) The remuneration for the work performed by the members of the Commission referred to in paragraph (7) of this Article shall be determined by decision of the Minister and shall be provided from the fees paid by the candidates for taking the exam for energy auditors of large traders, in accordance with the Tariff for Energy Audits of Large Traders referred to in Article 16 paragraph (5) of this Law.
	(9) The fee to be paid by the candidates for taking the exam for energy auditors of large traders, referred to in paragraph (8) of this Article, shall be determined taking into account the spatial and material conditions and the costs for engaging experts to conduct the examination, in accordance with the Tariff for Energy Audits of Large Traders referred to in Article 16 paragraph (5) of this Law.
	(10) The fee paid for taking the exam for energy auditors of large traders shall constitute revenue of the Budget of the Republic of North Macedonia.
	(11) The proofs referred in paragraph (2) of this Article may also be submitted in electronic form by means of electronic identification through the National Portal for Electronic Services or through an intermediary for administrative services, in accordance with the regulations in the field of electronic governance and electronic services and in the field of electronic documents, electronic identification and trust services.
	(12) In the event of technical interruption of the functionality of the National Portal for Electronic Services or the National Interoperability Platform, the applications referred to in paragraph (3) of this Article and the proofs referred to in paragraph (11) of this Article shall be submitted in the form of electronic documents via qualified electronic registered delivery to the applicant’s e-mail address, in accordance with the regulations in the field of electronic documents, electronic identification and trust services.”.

Article 14
After Article 17, three new titles and three new Articles, 17-a, 17-b and 17-c, shall be added and shall read as follows:

“Issuance and Renewal of Authorisation for Energy Auditors of Large Traders
Article 17-a
(1) For the issuance of an authorisation for energy auditor of large traders, a natural person who has passed the exam referred to in Article 17 paragraph (1) of this Law shall submit an application to the Ministry. 
(2) The application referred to in paragraph (1) of this Article shall be accompanied by a certificate of passing the exam for energy auditor of large traders, proof of payment of the examination fee for energy auditor of large traders referred to in Article 17 paragraph (9) of this Law, and proof of payment of administrative fees. 
(3) Upon receipt of the application referred to in paragraph (1) of this Article, the Ministry shall verify the compliance with the conditions for the issuance of an authorisation, adopt a decision on issuing the authorisation for energy auditor of large traders, and issue the authorisation within 15 days from the date of receipt of the application referred to in paragraph (1) of this Article.
(4) Where the application referred to in paragraph (1) of this Article is incomplete, the Ministry shall adopt a decision rejecting the application for issuance of an authorisation for energy auditor of large traders within a period not exceeding 15 days from the date of receipt of the application referred to in paragraph (1) of this Article. 
(5) A natural person holding an authorisation as an energy auditor of large traders may carry out energy audits if he/she is:
1) employed by a holder of a licence for carrying out energy audits of large traders or
2) employed as an authorised auditor by a large trader in accordance with Article 15 paragraph (3) item 2) of this Law, for the needs of the employer.
(6) The authorisation for energy auditor of large traders referred to in paragraph (1) of this Article shall be valid for a period of three years, with the possibility of renewal every three years. 
(7) The authorisation for energy auditors of large traders may be renewed only if the energy auditor of large traders has successfully completed the training for continuing professional development of energy auditors of large traders, in accordance with the Rulebook on Energy Audits of Large Traders referred to in Article 16 paragraph (1) of this Law.
(8) The energy auditor of large traders shall submit an application for renewal of the authorisation to the Ministry no later than 30 days before the expiry of the validity period of the authorisation. The application shall be accompanied by proof of completion of the training for continuing professional development of energy auditors of large traders, proof of payment of the fee for renewal of the authorisation for energy auditor of large traders determined in accordance with the Tariff for Energy Audits of Large Traders referred to in Article 16 paragraph (5) of this Law and proof of payment of administrative fees.
(9) The Ministry shall adopt a decision on the renewal of the authorisation for energy auditor of large traders, i.e. adopt a decision rejecting the application for renewal of the authorisation for energy auditor of large traders, within 15 days from the date of receipt of the application referred to in paragraph (8) of this Article. 
(10) The fee paid for the issuance and renewal of authorisations for energy auditors of large traders shall constitute revenue of the Budget of the Republic of North Macedonia.
(11) The applications, proofs and documents submitted with the applications referred to in paragraphs (1), (2) and (8) of this Article may also be submitted in electronic form by the natural person, i.e. the energy auditor of large traders, by means of electronic identification through the National Portal for Electronic Services or through an intermediary for administrative services, in accordance with the regulations in the field of electronic governance and electronic services and in the field of electronic documents, electronic identification and trust services.
(12) The decision referred to in paragraph (9) of this Article may also be issued in the form of an electronic document, which shall be delivered to the user’s profile on the National Portal for Electronic Services or at a single point of services, in accordance with the regulations in the field of electronic governance and electronic services and in the field of electronic documents, electronic identification and trust services.
(13) In the event of technical interruption of the functionality of the National Portal for Electronic Services or the National Interoperability Platform, the applications, proofs and documents referred to in paragraph (11) of this Article, as well as the decision referred to in paragraph (12) of this Article, may also be submitted in the form of an electronic document via qualified electronic registered delivery to the applicant’s e-mail address, in accordance with the regulations in the field of electronic documents, electronic identification and trust services.


Authorisation for Energy Auditors of Large Traders Issued by a Competent State Authority
Article 17-b
(1) The authorisation for energy auditors of large traders issued by a competent authority of a state that is a Contracting Party or participant in the Treaty establishing the Energy Community may, upon request of the authorised person, be recognised by the Ministry, based on the principle of reciprocity. 
	(2) The procedure for recognition of the authorisation or another equivalent document for energy auditors (hereinafter referred to as: recognition of the authorisation) shall be conducted by a Commission for Recognition of Authorisations, established by the Minister. 
	(3) The Commission referred to in paragraph (2) of this Article shall be composed of three members, two of whom shall be representatives of the Ministry and one representative of the ministry competent for matters in the field of construction. The members of the Commission shall be appointed for a period of four years.
	(4) The Commission shall adopt Rules of Procedure for its work.
	(5) The application for recognition of the authorisation referred to in paragraph (1) of this Article shall be accompanied by the following documentation: 
	1) the original authorisation or another equivalent document for an energy auditor of large traders issued by a competent authority of another state, together with a certified translation of the authorisation or other equivalent document for an energy auditor of large traders into the Macedonian language and 
	2) another written document issued by the competent body responsible for issuing such authorisations, accompanied by a certified translation. 
	(6) If the Commission referred to in paragraph (2) of this Article establishes that the application for recognition of the authorisation fulfils the conditions for recognition, it shall propose to the Minister to adopt a decision on recognition of the authorisation. The decision on recognition of the authorisation shall be adopted within 15 days from the date of receipt of the application. 
	(7) If the Commission referred to in paragraph (2) of this Article establishes that the application for recognition of the authorisation does not fulfil the conditions for recognition of the authorisation or another equivalent document for energy auditors of large traders, it shall propose to the Minister to adopt a decision rejecting the application for recognition of the authorisation. The decision rejecting the authorisation shall be adopted within 15 days from the date of receipt of the application. 
	(8) An administrative dispute may be initiated against the decision referred to in paragraph (7) of this Article. In the procedure for conducting an administrative dispute, the provisions in the field of electronic governance and electronic services, as well as those in the field of electronic documents, electronic identification and trust services, may also apply.
	(9) The Ministry shall charge a fee for the recognition of an authorisation for carrying out energy audits of large traders referred to in paragraph (1) of this Article, as determined by the Tariff for Energy Audits of Large Traders referred to in Article 16 paragraph (5) of this Law. The fee paid for the recognition of an authorisation for carrying out energy audits of large traders shall constitute revenue of the Budget of the Republic of North Macedonia.
	(10) A holder of a recognised authorisation for energy auditor of large traders issued by another state shall be obliged to carry out energy audits of large traders and to comply with the obligations applicable to holders of authorisations for energy audits of large traders prescribed in accordance with this Law and the regulations adopted pursuant to this Law.
	(11) The members of the Commission referred to in paragraph (3) of this Article shall be entitled to a monthly remuneration for the work performed, which shall not exceed one tenth of the average monthly net wage paid per employee in the Republic in the previous year, as published by the State Statistical Office, the amount of which shall be determined by a decision of the Minister and shall be covered from the fees paid by the registered candidates for taking the exam for energy auditors of buildings.
	(12) The applications and the supporting documents referred to in paragraph (5) of this Article may also be submitted in electronic form by the natural person, i.e. the energy auditor of large traders, by means of electronic identification through the National Portal for Electronic Services or through an intermediary for administrative services, in accordance with the regulations in the field electronic governance and electronic services and in the field of electronic documents, electronic identification and trust services.
	(13) The decisions referred to in paragraphs (6) and (7) of this Article may also be issued in the form of an electronic document, which shall be delivered to the user’s profile on the National Portal for Electronic Services or at a single point of services, in accordance with the regulations in the field of electronic governance and electronic services and in the field of electronic documents, electronic identification and trust services.
	(14) In the event of technical interruption of the functionality of the National Portal for Electronic Services or the National Interoperability Platform, the application and the documents referred to in paragraph (12) of this Article, as well as the decision referred to in paragraph (13) of this Article, may also be submitted in the form of an electronic document via qualified electronic registered delivery to the applicant’s e-mail address, in accordance with the regulations in the field of electronic documents, electronic identification and trust services.
	 
Revocation of the Authorisation for Energy Auditors of Large Traders
Article 17-c
(1) The energy auditor of large traders shall be obliged to carry out energy audits in an objective and independent manner and shall not carry out an energy audit for a client that is a legal person:
1) in which he/she holds shares or equity interests;
2) with which he/she has cooperated in the installation of plants, buildings or equipment, or has performed maintenance work on the plants or equipment subject to energy audit or
3) in which he/she is a member of a management or supervisory body, or acts as a procurator or authorised representative.
(2) The energy auditor of large traders shall not carry out an energy audit if the client, the owner of shares or equity interests in the client, or the legal representative of the client is a natural person:
1) with which he/she has cooperated in the installation of plants, buildings or equipment, or has performed maintenance work on the plants or equipment subject to energy audit or
2) to whom the auditor is related by marriage or kinship in a direct line or in a collateral line up to the third degree.
(3) When carrying out an energy audit of large traders, the energy auditor shall submit to the holder of the licence for carrying out energy audits of large traders referred to in Article 19 of this Law a written statement verified by a notary, confirming that the energy audit has been carried out in accordance with paragraphs (1) and (2) of this Article.
	(4) The Minister shall adopt a decision revoking the authorisation of an energy auditor for carrying out energy audits of large traders if:
1) the energy auditor of large traders fails to perform the energy audit independently and objectively, i.e. in compliance with this Law and the regulations adopted on the basis of this Law;
2) a misdemeanour sanction prohibiting the performance of a profession, activity or duty has been imposed on the energy auditor of large traders or
3) the energy auditor has partially or completely lost legal capacity.
(5) An administrative dispute may be initiated against the decision on revocation of the authorisation referred to in paragraph (4) of this Article. In the procedure for conducting an administrative dispute, the provisions in the field of electronic governance and electronic services, as well as those in the field of electronic documents, electronic identification and trust services, may also apply.
(6) An energy auditor whose authorisation has been revoked in accordance with paragraph (4) item 1 of this Article shall not be entitled to submit an application for the issuance of a new authorisation before the expiry of at least one year from the date of revocation of the authorisation.
(7) The Ministry shall keep, in electronic form, a register of issued, renewed, revoked and recognised authorisations for energy auditors of large traders, which shall be made publicly available on its website.
(8) The statement referred in paragraph (3) of this Article may be submitted in electronic form by means of electronic identification through the National Portal for Electronic Services or through an intermediary for administrative services, in accordance with the regulations in the field of electronic governance and electronic services and in the field of electronic documents, electronic identification and trust services.
(9) The decision referred to in paragraph (4) of this Article may also be issued in the form of an electronic document, which shall be delivered to the user’s profile on the National Portal for Electronic Services or at a single point of services, in accordance with the regulations in the field of electronic governance and electronic services and in the field of electronic documents, electronic identification and trust services.
(10) In the event of technical interruption of the functionality of the National Portal for Electronic Services or the National Interoperability Platform, the statement referred to in paragraph (8) of this Article, i.e. the decision referred to in paragraph (9) of this Article, may also be submitted in the form of an electronic document via qualified electronic registered delivery to the applicant’s e-mail address, in accordance with the regulations in the field of electronic documents, electronic identification and trust services.“.


Article 15
	The words “shall carry out quality control” In Article 18 paragraph (6) shall be replaced by the words “shall monitor the manner”.
	Paragraph (9) shall be amended and it shall read as follows:
	“The amount of fees for participation in the training for energy auditors of large traders and in the training for continuing professional development shall be determined taking into account the spatial and material conditions, the costs of engaging experts for conducting the trainings, and shall be prescribed by the Tariff for Energy Audits of Large Traders referred to in Article 16 paragraph (5) of this Law.” 
	Paragraphs (10), (11), (12), (13), (14), (15), (16), (17) and (18) shall be deleted.


Article 16
	The words “one person holding” in Article 19 paragraph (1) shall be replaced by the words “two persons holding”.
	In paragraph (2), after the words “registered activity”, the conjunction “and” shall be replaced by a comma, and after the words “energy auditor”, the following words shall be added: “, evidence of technical readiness, authorisation of an energy auditor of large traders, proof of payment of the fee for the issuance of a licence for carrying out energy audits of large traders and proof of payment of administrative fees”.
	A new sentence shall be added in paragraph (5) and it shall read as follows: 
[bookmark: _Hlk198279954]“The fee paid for the issuance and renewal of a licence for carrying out energy audits of large traders shall constitute revenue of the Budget of the Republic of North Macedonia.”. 
	The words “the Energy Community Treaty” in paragraph (8) shall be replaced by the words “the Treaty establishing the Energy Community”.
[bookmark: _Hlk198280118]	The words “the provisions of Article 18 paragraphs (11), (12), (13), (14), (15), (16), (17) and (18)” in paragraph (9) shall be replaced by the words “the provisions of Article 17-b, paragraphs (2), (3), (4), (5), (6), (7), (8), (9) and (10)”.

Article 17
[bookmark: _Hlk198280882]	The words “the Programme for Implementation of the Energy Development Strategy adopted in accordance with the Energy Law” in Article 23 paragraph (1) shall be replaced by the words “the Integrated National Energy and Climate Plan”.
	After paragraph (2), two new paragraphs (3) and (4) shall be added and shall read as follows:
[bookmark: _Hlk198280921]	“(3) In the assessment referred to in paragraph (1) of this Article, the economic feasibility referred to in paragraph (2) of this Article shall include an economic analysis of all relevant economic effects, including the impact of prices, taking into account the costs and energy savings from the increased flexibility in energy supply and from the optimal operation of electricity networks, including avoided costs and savings from reduced infrastructure investments.
	(4) The cost-benefit analysis referred to in paragraph (2) of this Article, which shall be taken into account in the assessment, shall in particular include the following:
	1) Costs:
	1.1. capital costs of plants and equipment;
	1.2. capital costs of the associated energy networks;
	1.3. variable and fixed operating costs;
	1.4. energy costs;
	1.5. environmental, health and safety costs and
	1.6. labour market costs, energy security and competitiveness;
	2) Benefits:
	2.1. value of output to the consumer (heating and electricity);
	2.2. external benefits such as environmental, greenhouse gas emissions and health and safety benefits and
	2.3. labour market effects, energy security and competitiveness.”.
	Paragraph (3) shall become paragraph (5).

Article 18
[bookmark: _Hlk198282575]	The full stop at the end of the sentence in Article 27 paragraph (2) shall be replaced by a comma and the words “as well as by the user of energy services” shall be added.
	Paragraph (6) shall be amended and it shall read as follows: 
[bookmark: _Hlk198282625]	“Public sector persons, in the procedure for concluding energy service contracts, may also apply the provisions of the Law on Public Procurement (*).”.
	In Article 7 item 1) shall be amended and it shall read as follows:
[bookmark: _Hlk198282702]	“models of energy service contracts for guaranteed savings and for shared financial savings used when contracting energy services, which shall in particular include:
	- the subject matter of the contract, covering the scope of the energy services or other services aimed at improving energy efficiency, 
	- the duration and stages of the contract,
	- the determination of the primary energy consumption in buildings, devices and installations in accordance with this Law and the regulations adopted pursuant to this Law, and the determination of energy prices,
	- provisions on the obligations for guaranteed savings and shared financial savings through the application of energy efficiency measures, as well as determining the value of guaranteed savings by applying a methodology,
	- the rights and obligations of the parties,
	- the manner of implementation and the implementation plan for energy efficiency measures, 
	- the method for determining compliance with obligations, measurement and verification of saving, 
	- quality control of the service and guarantees and
	- provisions in the event of legislative changes and contractual penalties.”.
	Paragraph (8) shall be deleted. 

Article 19
	The words “submitting proposals to the Ministry and” in Article 28 paragraph (2) item 3) shall be replaced by the words “shall submit proposals to”.
[bookmark: _Hlk198283079]	The word "NEEAP” in item 4) shall be replaced by the words “Integrated National Energy and Climate Plan”.
	Paragraph (4) shall be amended and it shall read as follows:
[bookmark: _Hlk198540518]	“The Minister shall adopt a guideline prescribing the manner of acting of public sector persons, including the units of local self-government, when preparing an analysis of the economic and financial justification and conducting of the procedure for selecting an ESCO, as well as the manner of concluding and implementing energy service contracts. The guideline shall be published on the Ministry’s website.”.

Article 20
	The title preceding Article 31 and Article 31 shall be amended and shall read as follows:

Strategy for the Renovation of Residential, Public, and Commercial Buildings 
Article 31
	(1) Upon a proposal of the Ministry, the Government shall adopt a Strategy for the Renovation of Residential, Public, and Commercial Buildings for a period of at least 20 years (hereinafter referred to as: the Renovation Strategy), with the aim of transforming existing buildings into highly energy-efficient and decarbonised buildings with nearly-zero energy consumption.
	(2) The Renovation Strategy shall ensure efficient and cost effective reduction of energy consumption through the application of energy efficiency measures, while simultaneously reducing environmental pollution and mitigating climate change. In preparing the Renovation Strategy, due account shall be taken of its alignment with the energy policy set out in the Energy Development Strategy, the Integrated National Energy and Climate Plan, and municipal energy plans in accordance with the Energy Law (*).
	(3) The Renovation Strategy shall include:
	1) an overview of the current state of constructed and renovated residential, public, and commercial buildings, as well as buildings where industrial processes are conducted; 
	2) identification of cost-effective approaches to renovation relevant to the building type and climatic zone;
	3) policies and measures to improve energy efficiency in deep renovation of buildings, including major renovations carried out in stages, and to support cost-effective renovation measures;
	4) an overview of policies and actions to target the worst-performing residential buildings, possibilities for supporting these buildings, and an outline of relevant national actions that contribute to the alleviation of energy poverty;
	5) policies and actions for the renovation of all public buildings;
	6) recommended future actions aimed at guiding investment decisions by owners, the construction industry, and financial institutions; 
	7) an overview of national measures and initiatives to promote smart technologies, well-connected buildings and communities, as well as skills and education in the construction and energy efficiency sectors; 
	8) an objective, evidence-based assessment of expected energy savings and other benefits, such as those related to health, safety and air quality; 
	9) types of energy efficiency support measures for which financial incentives or other benefits are provided and
	10) a roadmap with measures, including support measures and established measurable progress indicators towards the long-term greenhouse gas emission reduction target of the Energy Community, which includes indicative benchmarks for 5, 10, 15, 20 and 25 years.
	(4) The Ministry shall submit the Renovation Strategy referred to in paragraph (1) of this Article to the Energy Community Secretariat for information within 30 days from the date of its adoption.
	(5) The Ministry shall monitor the implementation of the Renovation Strategy and shall report every three years to the Energy Community Secretariat on the progress achieved in the implementation of the Renovation Strategy.
	(6) The Government shall review the Renovation Strategy every three years, in accordance with the obligations undertaken under the Treaty establishing the Energy Community, and shall submit the revised Renovation Strategy to the Energy Community Secretariat for information.
	(7) In the process of preparing and revising the Renovation Strategy, the Ministry shall conduct a public consultation with all relevant stakeholders from the public and private sectors, as well as with civil society organisations and associations, and shall prepare a summary thereof. The summary of the public consultation conducted shall constitute an integral part of the Renovation Strategy.
	(8) The funds for the preparation of the Renovation Strategy shall be provided from the Budget of the Republic of North Macedonia, as well as from grants or donations.
	(9) The Renovation Strategy for buildings shall be published in the “Official Gazette of the Republic of North Macedonia” and on the Ministry’s website.”

Article 21
	After Article 31, three new titles and three new Articles, 31-a, 31-b and 31-c, shall be added and shall read as follows:

“Mechanisms for Achieving the Objectives of the Renovation Strategy
Article 31-a
	To support the objectives of the Renovation Strategy and the required investments, the Ministry, when designing policies and measures for the implementation of the Renovation Strategy, shall facilitate access to the following mechanisms: 
	1) aggregation of projects, including through investment platforms or groups, and by consortia of small and medium-sized enterprises, to enable investor access;
	2) reduction of the perceived risk of energy efficiency operations for investors and the private sector;
	3) use of public funding to leverage additional private-sector investment and to address market failures;
	4) guiding investments into an energy efficient public building stock, in line with the Energy Community guidance and
	5) ensuring accessible and transparent advisory tools, as well as one-stop-shops for consumers and energy advisory services, on relevant financing instruments and energy efficiency.

Measures to Support Energy Efficiency 
in Residential, Public and Commercial Buildings
Article 31-b
	(1) The Government, upon the proposal of the Ministry and based on a prior decision of the Commission for Protection of Competition in accordance with the Law on State Aid Control, shall adopt a Regulation on Support Measures for the Renovation of Residential, Public and Commercial Buildings, aimed at improving their energy efficiency. 
	(2) The Regulation referred to in paragraph (1) of this Article shall lay down in particular:
	1) the types of energy efficiency support measures for which financial means and other benefits and incentives are provided;
	2) the manner of fulfilling the specific conditions that beneficiaries of the measures must meet, including those belonging to the group of vulnerable energy consumers;
	3) the installations, equipment, and infrastructure, including digital infrastructure, that improve energy efficiency;
	4) the manner of determining the energy efficiency support measures, their payment method and the period of their application;
	5) the content of the decision and the public call for conducting a procedure for granting financial means and other benefits and incentives to beneficiaries of the support measures;
	6) the manner of conducting the procedure for granting financial means and other benefits and incentives, including eligibility criteria for the selection of economic operators;
	7) model contracts for acquiring the right to use financial means and other benefits and incentives;
	8) the documents to be submitted in the procedure for concluding the contract for acquiring the right to use financial means and other benefits and incentives and
	9) the content, format and manner of keeping records of the beneficiaries of the measures.
	(3) When determining the measures in the Regulation referred to in paragraph (1) of this Article and its implementation, the regulations on state aid control shall apply.
	(4) The Government, upon a proposal from the Ministry and following a decision adopted by the Commission for the Protection of Competition, shall adopt an annual programme on the support measures for the renovation of residential, public and commercial buildings, which shall in particular include:
	1) the total amount of state aid granted through support measures for the renovation of residential, public and commercial buildings, aimed at improving their energy efficiency;
	2) the amount of state aid foreseen under each individual support measure for the renovation of residential, public and commercial buildings and
	3) the maximum amount of financial resources and other benefits or incentives that may be awarded to an individual beneficiary of the measures.
	(5) The financial resources for the implementation of the annual programme referred to in paragraph (4) of this Article shall be provided from the Budget of the Republic of North Macedonia and/or from other sources of financing, in accordance with the law.


Granting the Right to Use Support Measures for 
Energy Efficiency of Residential, Public and Commercial Buildings 
and Selection of Legal Persons for Carrying Out Renovation Works on Residential, Public and Commercial Buildings
Article 31-c
	(1) For the implementation of the Annual Programme referred to in Article 31-b paragraph (4) of this Law, the Ministry shall, within 30 days from the date of entry into force of the Annual Programme, publish a public call for granting the right to use support measures for energy efficiency of residential, public and commercial buildings. 
	(2) The public call referred to in paragraph (1) of this Article shall include:
	1) the purpose and scope of the measure;
	2) the categories of beneficiaries covered by the measure, including beneficiaries belonging to the group of vulnerable energy consumers;
	3) conditions for participation and eligibility criteria;
	4) required documentation;
	5) deadlines and manner of submitting applications and
	6) criteria and method of evaluation and selection.
	(3) The public call shall be published in two daily newspapers distributed throughout the territory of the Republic of North Macedonia, one of which shall be in a language spoken by at least 20% of the citizens who speak an official language other than Macedonian, as well as on the website of the Ministry. The duration of the public call shall be 15 days from the date of its publication.
	(4) For the implementation of the procedure for granting the right to use support measures for energy efficiency of residential, public and commercial buildings, the Minister shall, by decision, establish a Commission composed of employees of the Ministry, which shall carry out administrative verification, technical evaluation and ranking of applications.
	(5) Within 30 days following the completion of the public call, the Commission referred to in paragraph (4) of this Article shall prepare a report on the procedure conducted and shall submit to the Minister a proposal for the adoption of a decision on the selection of beneficiaries to whom the right to use the support measure for improving the energy efficiency of residential, public and commercial buildings is granted, together with a ranking list of all participants in the procedure.
	(6) Within five days from the date of submission of the report, proposal and ranking list referred to in paragraph (5) of this Article, the Minister shall adopt individual decisions on the selection of each beneficiary to whom the right to use the support measure for improving the energy efficiency of residential, public and commercial buildings is granted.
	(7) The report and ranking list prepared by the Commission shall be published on the website of the Ministry within three working days from the date of adoption of the decision referred to in paragraph (6) of this Article.
	(8) Within 15 days from the date of publication of the report and ranking list referred to in paragraph (7) of this Article, the Ministry shall initiate a procedure for the selection of legal persons/economic operators for carrying out renovation works on residential, public and commercial buildings, in accordance with the Law on Public Procurement (*).
	(9) For the implementation of the procedure referred to in paragraph (8) of this Article, the Ministry shall:
	1) adopt a decision to initiate the procedure;
	2) establish a Commission for the implementation of the procedure;
	3) approve the tender documentation;
	4) publish the public announcement and
	5) adopt a decision on the selection of the most favourable bidder or a decision to annul the procedure.
	(10) The Commission referred to in paragraph (9), item 2) of this Article shall:
	1) prepare the public announcement and the tender documentation;
	2) conduct the procedure;
	3) carry out the evaluation of tenders;
	4) submit to the Ministry a proposal for the adoption of a decision on the selection of the most favourable bidder or a decision to annul the procedure.
	(11) An appeal against the decision referred to in paragraph (10), item 4) of this Article may be filed to the State Commission for Public Procurement Appeals within 15 days from the date of receipt of the decision.
	(12) The appeal referred in paragraph (11) of this Article may also be filed in electronic form by means of electronic identification through the National Portal for Electronic Services or through an intermediary for administrative services, in accordance with the regulations in the field of electronic governance and electronic services and in the field of electronic documents, electronic identification and trust services.
	(13) In the event of technical interruption of the functionality of the National Portal for Electronic Services or the National Interoperability Platform, the appeal referred to in paragraph (11) of this Article may also be filed in the form of an electronic document via qualified electronic registered delivery to the applicant’s e-mail address, in accordance with the regulations in the field of electronic documents, electronic identification and trust services.
	(14) The Ministry shall, within 30 days from the finality of the decision on selection, conclude a contract for the execution of renovation works on residential, public and commercial buildings with the most favourable bidder.”.

Article 22
	In Article 32 paragraph (3), item (9) shall be amended and it shall read as follows:
	“the types of buildings and building units owned by public sector persons for which the installation of solar collectors for hot water is mandatory during the construction of new buildings and major renovation of existing buildings.”

Article 23
	The words “and they shall be recorded in the real estate cadastre” in Article 33 paragraph (3) shall be added after the words “for a period of ten years.”.
	In paragraph (7), a new sentence shall be added and it shall read as follows:
	“The authority responsible for submitting the documentation for the registration of newly constructed buildings, or of existing buildings or building units after major renovation, shall also submit the certificate for energy performance of buildings for the purpose of its recording in the real estate cadastre.”.
Article 24
	The words “as part of NEEAP” in Article 36 paragraph (3) shall be deleted.


Article 25
	Item 1) in Article 38 paragraph (2) shall be amended and it shall read as follows: 
	“the manner of conducting energy audit of buildings, separately for each category of buildings, i.e. for buildings with simple technical system and buildings with complex technical system, in accordance with the categorisation prescribed by the Rulebook on Energy Performance of Buildings referred to in Article 32 of this Law, as well as the manner of collecting data on energy consumption of buildings and the activity carried out on site, and the analysis of such data;”.
	Item 4) shall be amended and it shall read as follows:
	“the methodology for calculating, measuring, and verifying energy savings in buildings, as well as for calculating the cost-optimal levels of minimum energy performance requirements for buildings and building elements;”.
[bookmark: _Hlk198303302]	The words “referred to in paragraph (3) of this Article” in paragraph (4) shall be added after the word “fee”. 

Article 26
	Article 39 shall be amended and it shall read as follows:
	“(1)	The Ministry shall conduct an exam for energy auditors of buildings and shall issue authorisations for energy auditors of buildings in the manner prescribed in the Rulebook on Energy Audits of Buildings referred to in Article 38 paragraph (2) of this Law.
	(2) A natural person may take the exam for energy auditor of buildings by submitting a request to the Ministry and providing evidence that the following conditions are met:
	1) he/she has completed at least higher education in the field of civil engineering, mechanical engineering, architecture or electrical engineering, having acquired at least 240 ECTS credits or level VII/1, i.e. level VIA of the Macedonian Qualifications Framework; 
	2) he/she has at least five years of professional experience in testing, designing, supervising of construction or renovation of buildings and their installations, or in performing professional or scientific activities in the field of construction and energy;
	3) he/she holds a certificate of completed training for building energy auditor issued by legal persons authorised to provide training for building energy auditors;
	4) he/she has a proof of payment of the examination fee for energy auditors of buildings and
	5) he/she has a proof of payment of the administrative fee in accordance with the Law on Administrative Fees.
(3) The applications and the supporting documentation referred to in paragraph (2) of this Article may be submitted in electronic form by means of electronic identification through the National Portal for Electronic Services or through an intermediary for administrative services, in accordance with the regulations in the field of electronic governance and electronic services and in the field of electronic documents, electronic identification and trust services.
(4) In the event of technical interruption of the functionality of the National Portal for Electronic Services or the National Interoperability Platform, the applications and documentation may also be submitted in the form of an electronic document via qualified electronic registered delivery to the applicant’s e-mail address, in accordance with the regulations in the field of electronic documents, electronic identification and trust services.
	(5) The exam referred to in paragraph (1) of this Article shall be held in the February, May, and October examination sessions.
	(6) The exam referred to in paragraph (1) of this Article shall consist of a written and a practical part, which shall be taken before a Commission established by the Minister. 
	(7) The Commission referred to in paragraph (6) of this Article shall be composed of three members, two of whom shall be representatives of the Ministry, and one shall be a representative from the Ministry competent for matters in the field of spatial planning, from among the employees of the Ministries with at least 240 ECTS credits or level VII/1, i.e. level VIA of the Macedonian Qualifications Framework in the field of civil engineering, architecture, mechanical engineering, or electrical engineering.
	(8) The members of the Commission referred to in paragraph (7) of this Article shall be entitled to remuneration for the work performed, proportionate to the scope and complexity of the work and not exceeding one tenth of the average monthly net salary paid in the Republic of North Macedonia in the preceding year, as published by the State Statistical Office.
	(9) The remuneration for the work performed by the members of the Commission referred to in paragraph (8) of this Article shall be determined by the Minister by decision and shall be provided from the fees paid by the candidates for taking the exam for energy auditors of buildings, in accordance with the Tariff for Energy Audits of Buildings referred to in Article 33 paragraph (3) of this Law.
	(10) The fee paid by candidates applying to take the exam for energy auditors of buildings, referred to in paragraph (9) of this Article, shall be determined taking into account the spatial and material conditions and the costs for engaging experts to conduct the examination, in accordance with the Tariff for Energy Audits of Buildings referred to in Article 33 paragraph (3) of this Law.
	(11) The fee paid for taking the exam for energy auditors of buildings shall constitute revenue of the Budget of the Republic of North Macedonia.“.

Article 27
	After Article 39, three new titles and three new Articles, 39-a, 39-b and 39-c, shall be added and shall read as follows:

[bookmark: _Hlk198303981]“Issuance and Renewal of Authorisation for Energy Auditors of Buildings
Article 39-a
	(1) For the issuance of an authorisation for energy auditor of buildings, the natural person who has passed the exam referred to in Article 39 paragraph (1) of this Law shall submit an application to the Ministry. 
	(2) The application referred to in paragraph (1) of this Article shall be accompanied by a certificate of passing an exam for energy auditor of buildings, proof of payment of the examination fee for energy auditor of buildings, and proof of payment of administrative fees. 
	(3) Upon receipt of the application referred to in paragraph (1) of this Article, the Ministry shall verify the compliance with the conditions for the issuance of an authorisation, adopt a decision on issuing the authorisation for energy auditor of buildings, and issue the authorisation within 15 days from the date of receipt of the application referred to in paragraph (1) of this Article.
 	(4) Where the application referred to in paragraph (1) of this Article is incomplete, the Ministry shall adopt a decision rejecting the application for issuance of an authorisation for energy auditor of buildings within a period not exceeding 15 days from the date of receipt of the application referred to in paragraph (1) of this Article. 
	(5) A natural person who has been granted authorisation as an energy auditor of buildings may carry out energy audits of buildings only if employed by a holder of a licence for carrying out energy audits of buildings.
	(6) The authorisation for energy auditor of buildings shall be valid for a period of three years, with the possibility of renewal every three years. 
	(7) The authorisation for energy auditors of buildings may be renewed only if the energy auditor of buildings has successfully completed the training for continuing professional development of energy auditors of buildings, in accordance with the Rulebook on Energy Audits of Buildings referred to in Article 38 paragraph (2) of this Law.
	(8) The energy auditor of buildings shall submit an application for renewal of the authorisation to the Ministry no later than 30 days before the expiry of the validity period of the authorisation. The application shall be accompanied by proof of completion of the training for continuing professional development of energy auditors of buildings, proof of payment of the fee for renewal of the authorisation for energy auditor of buildings in accordance with the Tariff for Energy Audits of Buildings referred to in Article 33 paragraph (3) of this Law and proof of payment of administrative fees.
	(9) The Ministry shall adopt a decision on the renewal of the authorisation for energy auditor of buildings, or shall adopt a decision rejecting the application for renewal of the authorisation for energy auditor of buildings, within 15 days from the date of receipt of the application. 
	(10) The applications and the supporting documentation referred to in paragraphs (2) and (8) of this Article may be submitted in electronic form by means of electronic identification through the National Portal for Electronic Services or through an intermediary for administrative services, in accordance with the regulations in the field of electronic governance and electronic services and in the field of electronic documents, electronic identification and trust services.
(11) The decision and the authorisation referred to in paragraphs (3) and (9) of this Article may also be issued in the form of an electronic document, which shall be delivered to the user’s profile on the National Portal for Electronic Services or at a single point of services, in accordance with the regulations in the field of electronic governance and electronic services and in the field of electronic documents, electronic identification and trust services.
(12) In the event of technical interruption of the functionality of the National Portal for Electronic Services or the National Interoperability Platform, the applications and documentation referred to in paragraph (10) of this Article, i.e. the decision and the authorisation referred to in paragraph (11) of this Article, may also be submitted in the form of an electronic document via qualified electronic registered delivery to the applicant’s e-mail address, in accordance with the regulations in the field of electronic documents, electronic identification and trust services. 
	(13) The fees paid for the issuance and renewal of the authorisation for energy auditors of buildings shall constitute revenue of the Budget of the Republic of North Macedonia and shall be charged in accordance with the Tariff for Energy Audits of Buildings referred to in Article 33 paragraph (3) of this Law.




	
Authorisation for Energy Auditors of Buildings
Issued by a Competent Authority of Another State
Article 39-b
	(1) The authorisation for energy auditors of buildings issued by a competent authority of a state that is a Contracting Party or participant in the Treaty establishing the Energy Community may, upon request of the authorised person, be recognised by the Ministry, based on the principle of reciprocity. 
	(2) The procedure for recognition of the authorisation or another equivalent document for energy auditor (hereinafter referred to as: recognition of the authorisation) shall be conducted by a Commission for Recognition of Authorisations, established by the Minister. 
	(3) The Commission referred to in paragraph (2) of this Article shall be composed of three members, two of whom shall be representatives of the Ministry and one representative of the ministry competent for matters in the field of construction. The members of the Commission shall be appointed for a period of four years.
	(4) The Commission shall adopt Rules of Procedure for its work.
	(5) The application for recognition of the authorisation referred to in paragraph (1) of this Article shall be accompanied by the following documentation: 
	1) the original authorisation or another equivalent document for an energy auditor of buildings issued by a competent authority of another state, together with a certified translation of the authorisation or other equivalent document for an energy auditor of buildings into the Macedonian language and 
	2) another written document issued by the competent body responsible for issuing such authorisations, accompanied by a certified translation.
	(6) If the Commission referred to in paragraph (2) of this Article establishes that the application for recognition of the authorisation fulfils the conditions for recognition, it shall propose to the Minister to adopt a decision on recognition of the authorisation. The decision on recognition of the authorisation shall be adopted within 15 days from the date of receipt of the application.
	(7) If the Commission referred to in paragraph (2) of this Article establishes that the application for recognition of the authorisation does not fulfil the conditions for recognition of the authorisation or another equivalent document for energy auditor of buildings, it shall propose to the Minister to adopt a decision rejecting the application for recognition of the authorisation. The decision for rejecting the authorisation shall be adopted within 15 days from the date of receipt of the application. 
	(8) An administrative dispute may be initiated against the decision referred to in paragraph (7) of this Article. In the procedure for conducting an administrative dispute, the provisions in the field of electronic governance and electronic services, as well as those in the field of electronic documents, electronic identification and trust services, may also apply. 
	(9) The Ministry shall charge a fee for the recognition of an authorisation for carrying out energy audits of buildings referred to in paragraph (1) of this Article, as determined by the Tariff for Energy Audits of Buildings referred to in Article 33 paragraph (3) of this Law. The fee paid for the recognition of an authorisation for carrying out energy audit of buildings shall constitute revenue of the Budget of the Republic of North Macedonia.
	(10) A holder of a recognised authorisation for energy auditor of buildings issued by another state shall be obliged to carry out energy audits of buildings and to comply with the obligations applicable to holders of authorisations for energy audits of buildings prescribed in accordance with this Law and the regulations adopted pursuant to this Law.
	(11) The applications and the supporting documentation referred to in paragraph (5) of this Article may also be submitted in electronic form by means of electronic identification through the National Portal for Electronic Services or through an intermediary for administrative services, in accordance with the regulations in the field of electronic governance and electronic services and in the field of electronic documents, electronic identification and trust services.
	(12) The decisions referred to in paragraphs (6) and (7) of this Article may also be issued in the form of an electronic document, which shall be delivered to the user’s profile on the National Portal for Electronic Services or at a single point of services, in accordance with the regulations in the field of electronic governance and electronic services and in the field of electronic documents, electronic identification and trust services.
	(13) In the event of technical interruption of the functionality of the National Portal for Electronic Services or the National Interoperability Platform, the applications and documentation referred to in paragraph (11) of this Article, i.e. the decisions referred to in paragraph (12) of this Article, may also be submitted in the form of an electronic document via qualified electronic registered delivery to the applicant’s e-mail address, in accordance with the regulations in the field of electronic documents, electronic identification and trust services.
	(14) The members of the Commission referred to in paragraph (2) of this Article shall be entitled to remuneration for the work performed, which shall not exceed one tenth of the average monthly net wage paid per employee in the Republic of North Macedonia in the previous year, as published by the State Statistical Office, the amount of which shall be determined by the Minister and shall be covered from the fees paid by the registered candidates for taking the exam for energy auditors of buildings, in accordance with the Tariff for Energy Audits of Buildings referred to in Article 33 paragraph (3) of this Law.

Revocation of the Authorisation for Energy Auditors of Buildings
Article 39-c
	(1) An energy auditor of buildings shall be obliged to carry out energy audits in an objective and independent manner and shall not carry out an energy audit of buildings for a client that is a legal person:
	1) in which he/she holds shares or equity interests;
	2) with which he/she has cooperated in the design, design review or construction of the building, has performed construction supervision, or has carried out maintenance works on the building or the building unit for which the energy audit is requested or
	3) in which he/she is a member of a management, i.e. supervisory body, or acts as a procurator or authorised representative.
	(2) The energy auditor of buildings shall not carry out an energy audit of buildings if the client or the owner of shares or equity interests in the client, or the legal representative of the client is a natural person:
	1) with whom he/she has cooperated in the design, design review or construction of the building, or has performed construction supervision;
	2) for whom he/she has carried out maintenance works on the building or building unit for which the energy audit is requested or
	3) to whom he/she is related by marriage or kinship in a direct line or in a collateral line up to the third degree.
	(3) When carrying out an energy audit of a building, the energy auditor shall submit to the holder of the licence for carrying out energy audits of buildings referred to in Article 41 of this Law a written statement verified by a notary, confirming that the energy audit of the building has been carried out in accordance with paragraphs (1) and (2) of this Article. 
	(4) The Ministry may, by decision, revoke the authorisation of an energy auditor of buildings to perform energy audits of buildings if:
	1) the energy auditor of buildings fails to perform the energy audit independently and objectively, i.e. in compliance with this Law and the regulations adopted pursuant to this Law;
	2) a misdemeanour sanction prohibiting the performance of a profession, activity or duty has been imposed on the energy auditor of buildings or
	3) the energy auditor has partially or completely lost legal capacity.
	(5) An administrative dispute may be initiated against the decision on revocation of the authorisation referred to in paragraph (4) of this Article. In the procedure for conducting an administrative dispute, the provisions in the field of electronic governance and electronic services, as well as those in the field of electronic documents, electronic identification and trust services, may also apply.
	(6) An energy auditor of buildings whose authorisation has been revoked in accordance with paragraph (4) item 1 of this Article shall not be entitled to submit an application for the issuance of a new authorisation before the expiry of at least one year from the date of revocation of the authorisation.
	(7) The Ministry shall keep, in electronic form, a register of issued, renewed, revoked and recognised authorisations for energy auditors of buildings, which shall be made publicly available on its website.
(8) The statement referred in paragraph (3) of this Article may be submitted in electronic form by means of electronic identification through the National Portal for Electronic Services or through an intermediary for administrative services, in accordance with the regulations in the field of electronic governance and electronic services and in the field of electronic documents, electronic identification and trust services.
(9) The decision referred to in paragraph (4) of this Article may also be issued in the form of an electronic document, which shall be delivered to the user’s profile on the National Portal for Electronic Services or at a single point of services, in accordance with the regulations in the field of electronic governance and electronic services and in the field of electronic documents, electronic identification and trust services.
(10) In the event of technical interruption of the functionality of the National Portal for Electronic Services or the National Interoperability Platform, the statement referred to in paragraph (8) of this Article, i.e. the decision referred to in paragraph (9) of this Article, may also be submitted in the form of an electronic document via qualified electronic registered delivery to the applicant’s e-mail address, in accordance with the regulations in the field of electronic documents, electronic identification and trust services.“.

Article 28
	In Article 40, paragraph (2) shall be amended and it shall read as follows: 
[bookmark: _Hlk198502984]	“The Ministry shall select a legal person for the implementation of training for energy auditors of buildings and for the implementation of training for continuing professional development for energy auditors of buildings, registered in the Central Register of the Republic of North Macedonia, through a procedure in accordance with the Law on Public Procurement (*), and shall adopt a decision on the selection of a legal person which meets the spatial, technical and personnel requirements prescribed by the Rulebook on Energy Audits of Buildings referred to in Article 38, paragraph (2) of this Law.”.
	In paragraph (6), the words “shall carry out quality control” shall be replaced by the words “shall monitor the manner”.
	Paragraph (9) shall be amended and it shall read as follows:
	“The amount of fees for participation in the training for energy auditors of buildings and in the training for continuing professional development shall be determined taking into account the spatial and material conditions, the costs of engaging experts for conducting the trainings, and shall be prescribed by the Tariff for Energy Audits of Buildings referred to in Article 33 paragraph (3) of this Law.”.
	Paragraphs (10), (11), (12), (13), (14), (15), (16), (17) and (18) shall be deleted.

Article 29
[bookmark: _Hlk198503111]	The words “one person holding” in Article 41 paragraph (1) shall be replaced by the words “two persons holding”.
[bookmark: _Hlk198503150]	In paragraph (2), after the words “registered activity”, the conjunction “and” shall be replaced by a comma, and after the words “proof of payment of the fee for the issuance of a licence for carrying out energy audits of buildings and proof of payment of administrative fees” shall be added. 
	In paragraph (5), a new sentence shall be added and it shall read as follows: 
[bookmark: _Hlk198503194]	“The fee paid for the issuance and renewal of a licence for carrying out energy audits of buildings shall constitute revenue of the Budget of the Republic of North Macedonia”. 
	In paragraph (8), the words “the Energy Community Treaty” shall be replaced by the words 
“the Treaty establishing the Energy Community”.
[bookmark: _Hlk198537174]	In paragraph (9), the words “the provisions of Article 40, paragraphs (11), (12), (13), (14), (15), (16), (17) and (18)” shall be replaced by the words “the provisions of Article 39-b, paragraphs (2), (3), (4), (5), (6), (7), (8), (9), (10) and (11)”.
	After paragraph (9) a new paragraph (10) shall be added and it shall read as follows:
[bookmark: _Hlk198503283]	“(10) The Ministry shall charge a fee in the amount of 6,000 denars for the recognition of a licence for carrying out energy audit. The fee paid for the issuance and renewal of a licence for carrying out energy audits of buildings shall constitute revenue of the Budget of the Republic of North Macedonia.”.
	Paragraph (10) shall become paragraph (11).
	In paragraph (11), which shall become paragraph (12), the words “paragraphs (3) and (10)” shall be replaced by the words “paragraphs (3) and (11)”.
	Paragraphs (12) and (13) shall become paragraphs (13) and (14).
	In paragraph (14), which shall become paragraph (15), the words “paragraph (13)” shall be replaced by the words “paragraph (14)”.
	Paragraph (15) shall become paragraph (16).

Article 30
	The word “NEEAP” in Article 50, paragraph (1) item 1) shall be replaced by the word “EER”.

Article 31
	The word “the lowest” in Article 51 paragraph (1) item 2) shall be replaced by the word "the highest".
	New item 3-a) shall be added after item 3) and it shall read as follows: 
	“3-a) fails to indicate in the technical specification the expected energy and environmental impacts for the duration of the operational period of the road transport vehicles subject to procurement (Article 13 paragraph (4)).”
	The words “Article 13 paragraph (4)” in item 4) shall be replaced by the words “Article 13 paragraph (5)”.
	Item 5) shall be deleted.
	Items 6), 7), 8), 9), 10), 11), 12), 13) and 14) shall become items 5), 6), 7), 8), 9), 10), 11), 12) and 13).
	
	In item 15), which shall become item 14), the words “Article 38 paragraphs (1) and (2)” shall be replaced by the words “Article 38 paragraph (1)”.
	Items 16), 17), 18), 19), 20), 21), 22), 23), 24), 25), 26), 27), 28), 29), 30), 31), 32) and 33) shall become items 15), 16), 17), 18), 19), 20), 21), 22), 23), 24), 25), 26), 27), 28), 29), 30), 31) and 32).
	The words “items (8), (9), (10), (11), (12), (14), (15), (16), (17), (18), (19), (20), (21), (22), (23), (24), (25), (26), (27), (28), (29), (30), (31), (32) and (33)” in paragraph (3) shall be replaced by the words “items 7), 8), 9), 10), 11), 12), 13), 14), 15), 16), 17), 18), 19), 20), 21), 22), 23), 24), 25), 26), 27), 28), 29), 30), 31) and 32)”.

Article 32
	The words “Article 17 paragraph (15)” in Article 53 paragraph (1) item 2) shall be replaced by the words “Article 17-c paragraph (1)”.
	The words “Article 17 paragraph (15)” in item 3) shall be replaced by the words “Article 17-c paragraph (1)”.
	The words “Article 17 paragraph (16)” in item 4) shall be replaced by the words “Article 17-c paragraph (2)”.
	The words “Article 39 paragraph (15) items 1), 2) and 3)” in item 6) shall be replaced by the words "Article 39-c paragraph (1) items 1), 2) and 3)”.
	The words “Article 39 paragraph (15)” in item 7) shall be replaced by the words “Article 39-c paragraph (1)”.
	The words “Article 39 paragraph (16)” in item 8) shall be replaced by the words “Article 39-c paragraph (2)”.

Article 33
	The words “Article 41 paragraph (12)” in Article 54 paragraph (1) item 3) shall be replaced by the words “Article 41 paragraph (13)”.
	The words “Article 41 paragraph (13)” in item 4) shall be replaced by the words “Article 41 paragraph (14)”.

[bookmark: _Hlk198559463]Article 34
	The Ministry shall establish the MVP tool referred to in Article 8 of this Law, amending Article 12 paragraph (1), within two years from the date of entry into force of this Law.

Article 35
(1) The Ministry shall select a legal person for conducting the training of energy auditors of large traders and for conducting the training for continuing professional development of energy auditors of large traders within one year from the date of entry into force of the Rulebook on Energy Audits of Large Traders.
(2) The Ministry shall select a legal person for conducting the training of energy auditors of buildings and for conducting the training for continuing professional development of energy auditors of buildings within one year from the date of entry into force of the Rulebook on Energy Audits of Buildings.
(3) The first training of energy auditors of large traders and the training for continuing professional development of energy auditors of large traders, as well as the first training of energy auditors of buildings and the training for continuing professional development of energy auditors of buildings in accordance with the provisions of this Law, shall be conducted within two months from the date of selection of the legal person referred to in paragraphs (1) and (2) of this Article.

Article 36
Certificates of passing exam for energy auditors issued in accordance with the Law on Energy Efficiency (*) (“Official Gazette of the Republic of North Macedonia” No. 32/20, 110/21, 236/22, 147/24 and 74/25) prior to the date of entry into force of this Law shall remain valid.

Article 37
Procedures initiated prior to the date of entry into force of this Law shall continue to be conducted in accordance with the provisions of the Law on Energy Efficiency (*) (“Official Gazette of the Republic of North Macedonia” No. 32/20, 110/21, 236/22, 147/24 and 74/25).

Article 38
The provisions of Article 13 of this Law, amending Article 17 paragraph (2) item 1) and paragraph (6), and Article 26 of this Law, amending Article 39 paragraph (2) item 1) and paragraph (7) concerning the level of education, shall start to apply one year after the date of entry into force of this Law.

Article 39
The provision of Article 29 of this Law, amending Article 41 paragraph (1) concerning the number of employees holding an authorisation as energy auditors of buildings, shall apply one year after the date of entry into force of this Law.

Article 40
	The by-laws provided for in this Law shall be adopted within two years from the date of entry into force of this Law.
Article 41
	This Law shall enter into force on the eighth day from the date of its publication in the “Official Gazette of the Republic of North Macedonia”.

